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See ORLANDO, p. 2

JOHN WOODS / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS People participate in a vigil for Orlando 
shooting victims at the Manitoba Legislature Monday, June 13, 2016 . 

What now? 
by Maria Carter

On June 12 in Orlando, a deeply disturbed 
young man with a semi-automatic rifle 
shot 102 people in less than 15 minutes 
at a gay nightclub, killing 49 and wound-
ing 53. The majority of those killed and 
injured were young, queer and Latinx, en-
joying the dancing and celebration at the 
club’s Latin night.

News of the attack flattened the American 
LGBTQ+ community. We’re still reeling.

In the 24 hours after the shooting, a politi-

cal drama of truly American proportions 
played out across media outlets. The Right 
immediately seized upon the shooter’s 
Muslim affiliation and his expression of 
solidarity with the Islamic State as evi-
dence that this attack was an act of radi-
cal Islamic terror. ‘An attack against all 
Americans,’ they said. ‘It could have hap-
pened to anyone.’

anwhile, as the story developed, a more 
complex picture emerged. Omar Mateen 
had been troubled and violent since he was 

A Contest for 
the Future 
of Alachua 
County

by James Thompson
In the August 30th Democratic primary 
for the Alachua County Commission 
races, the people get to decide who runs 
our community--Chamber of Commerce 
candidates supported by PAC money, or 
locally grown grassroots issue-based pro-
gressives. As sitting Commissioner Rob-
ert Hutchinson has acknowledged along-
side his own race for re-election, the more 
difficult challenge is getting his colleague 
Mike Byerly to keep his seat against the 
charismatic Jacksonville transplant, Pas-
tor Kevin Thorpe. If Thorpe wins, Plum 
Creek (now Weyerhaeuser) will resubmit 
its plans to undermine our Comprehen-
sive Plan and build a city on the wetlands 
in Eastern Alachua County, and we will 
see a decline in the focus on social ser-
vices and a County living wage. The pri-
mary is the sum of the election, since no 

Reflections 
on Orlando
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a child. He had been a patron of the gay 
club he attacked, and had profiles on sev-
eral gay dating apps. He had even come 
out as gay to a few friends, even though 
he was married to a woman, with a young 
son. Outside of gay circles, however, co-
workers and family say he frequently 
made intensely homophobic remarks. He 
made wild claims about his radicalism, at 
various points claiming to support three 
different, opposing radical Islamic terror 
groups.

In our queer hearts, we knew. Whatever 
his religious affiliation and links to ter-
rorism, this was also a hate-crime. It did 
not happen to all Americans. It happened 
to the LGBTQ+ community. And, more 
specifically, primarily to LGBTQ+ people 
of color. 

Things feel different now. At least 100 new 
anti-LGBTQ+ bills have been introduced 
across 22 states just since last year. Before 
June 12th, this reality was irritating, even 
troubling. Now, it feels panic- and rage-
inducing. The homophobic sentiment that 
has plagued American society for decades 
had begun to seem anachronistic since the 
ban on same-sex marriage was lifted last 
year. This month we learned that we are 
not as safe as we imagined. 

In the days after the Orlando attack, many 
Christians and Muslims, Republicans and 
Democrats, made beautiful expressions of 
support and solidarity. Others did not. The 
deafening silence from some Republican 
lawmakers and conservative Christians, as 

well as the explicit support for the killing 
on the part of a handful of ultra-conserva-
tive Christian leaders, have reverberated 
throughout the LGBTQ+ community. In 
a time when a loud segment of the popu-
lation is angrily outspoken against Latino 
immigration, such silence and implicit 
approval have resounded among Latinx 
queers even more so.

What now? Where do we go from this 
place of fear, anger and vulnerability? 
What can we do, to make this tragedy into 
a catalyst for good in the world? As hor-
rific as this event is, it is only one among 
many examples of assault and murder of 
LGBTQ+ people that happen each year. 
American culture has a homophobia prob-
lem, and it’s past time to resolve it. 

It is past time for religious judgment to 
be removed from American political dis-
course. No matter one’s personal feelings 
or beliefs on sexual orientation or gender 
identity, the use of conservative religious 
rationale to attack civil rights is a trend 
that we must shame out of existence.

Similarly, a rational public discourse on 
gun regulation seems painfully necessary. 
Mateen killed dozens of people in seconds, 
with a weapon designed for military use, 
legally available to the public. Whatever 
your opinions on the 2nd Amendment, can 
we at least agree to lift the prohibition on 
government funded gun research? Can we 
at least engage in a reasoned, evidence-
based, national conversation about wheth-
er equipment designed solely to kill other 
humans with maximum efficiency should 
be easier to purchase than cold medicine?

From ORLANDO, p. 1 My community is hurting. Our sense of 
safety was crushed in Orlando, in that ear-
ly morning when we were attacked at our 
most vulnerable – in our sanctuary, in the 
one place in society where we know for 
certain we can go and not be condemned 
for how we look or who we love. What we 
need most from America right now is to 
feel safe again.

We need you to tell us that you support us 
and accept us for who we are. We need to 
know that you’re going to stop attacking 
our civil rights and basic dignity (bath-
room bills, anyone?) We need to know 
that you’ll support the inclusion of sexual 
orientation and gender identity non-dis-
crimination clauses in your schools, cit-
ies and states. We need to know you don’t 
support the idea that there is something 
intrinsically wrong with us.

If you are not a part of the group of Ameri-
cans who are secretly satisfied about the 
massacre of 49 young LGBTQ+ people, 
then TELL US. Tell us, and tell other 
Americans, and tell the government, and 
tell your parents, and tell the people in 
your life who may disagree. That is what 
it means to be an ally right now. It means 
that you use your voice in the straight 
community to tell people that this was 
wrong, and to tell people that homopho-
bia and transphobia are wrong. We want 
to feel safe again. Tell us that we’re safe 
with you. Tell us that you’re with us, with 
your voice and your voting choices. Not 
just right now, but for the long haul – un-
til LGBTQ+ hate crimes are reduced to a 
distant cultural memory. D

Hasan Minhaj calls on Congress to act on gun control
The Daily Show’s Hasan Minhaj was a key-
note speaker at the 2016 Radio and Televi-
sion Correspondents’ Dinner (RTCA) on 
July 16 . Minhaj delivered a four-minute 
speech on our need, all of us .

What we saw in Orlando was one of the 
ugliest cocktails of the problems that we 
still see here in America, a cocktail of ho-
mophobia, xenophobia, lack of access to 
mental health care, and sheer lack of politi-
cal will. All of us satirists, we’ve all been 
yelling out, crying out for change. The sad 
reality is that we are all complicit in what 
happened.

Every day, in our workplaces, in our homes, 
in our religious institutions, there is covert 

or overt discrimination or phobia towards 
people of different religious, racial, or sex-
ual walks of life. We just sit there and we 
let it happen because it doesn’t affect our 
bottom line. “I didn’t say it, Hasan. I don’t 
think it’s that way. They said it, okay? It’s 
not that simple, Hasan,” and we just go on 
with our lives because it didn’t affect our 
status quo.

The sad reality is stuff like this is going 
to continue to happen unless we recog-
nize that civil liberties are an all or noth-
ing game. A rising tide lifts all boats. It’s 
not pick or choose. Whether you like it or 
not, we all have to step up and fight for 
each other. Otherwise the whole thing is 
a sham. Until we do that, Hijabis are go-

ing to get harassed in the streets, members 
from the trans community are going to be 
demonized for using the bathroom, and my 
brothers and sisters in the African Ameri-
can community, their spines are going to 
continue to get shattered in the back of 
paddy wagons until we stand up and say 
something.

The thing that hurts me the most is I wish 
I would have done more. To my brothers 
and sisters in the LGBTQ community and 
every marginalized community, I’m sorry I 
didn’t do more. 

The same goes for congress. We look to 

See HASAN, p. 11
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Drawing Lines
The mess we are in has been building for a long time. Idealism and hope can keep 
us moving forward, but is the destination we are heading toward where we want to 
be going? Back months ago I can distinctly remember more uncompromising friends 
insisting that the Bernie campaign would come to nothing, that he was a way of 
occupying the left until when he lost and then he would try 
to swing his supporters to back Hillary. I hated hearing that 
because I knew how much truth resonated in it.

But Bernie did a lot better than anyone would have predicted. 
He took on the most powerful campaign machine ever as-
sembled and through new social media tools and an energized 
youth movement still is challenging Hillary to move in a more 
progressive direction. Bernie’s campaign has proved that if 
your progressive program is good and you’re clear about it, 
people will give you money and volunteer for your campaign. 
Before, potential progressive candidates thought the battle would be too uphill to 
even try. Better still, and this is the big unknown here, there is a newly organized 
and invigorated movement of folks who felt the Bern and are connected through the 
database of the campaign. But what now?

This campaign has become a quite frightening proposition. There are those on the 
right who hate Hillary and say they will vote for Trump even though they know he is 
a blowhard con man. There are others hoping their convention will somehow dump 
Trump for some other candidate as delegates “follow their consciences” and pick 
somebody else. Imagine the reaction of Trump supporters to that?! That  will play 
out in Cleveland.

There are those on the left who don’t like Hillary for very different reasons, and still 
hold hopes that the negativity hanging around Hillary’s neck will weigh her down 
so much the Convention in Philadelphia will reject her and give the nomination to 
Bernie. Time will tell, but she is definitely a wounded candidate, with most of those 
wounds based on policy decisions and practices which many people of the left find 
unacceptable; her hawkish tendencies, her linkage to the corporate and banking in-
dustries, things much deeper and complex than the right wings’ Bengazi fixation.

The reality of this county’s electoral system is that a third party candidacy is a near 
hopeless proposition. The Green Party, who would be the natural heir to the Bernie 
supporters who cannot stomach Clinton, will not be on the ballot in all states, and 
currently on in less than half. They are also hamstrung by not holding their conven-
tion until August. The Libertarian Party IS on all, state ballots, are not well organized 
and have a mixed bag agenda that is good on social issues, but leans toward deregu-
lated capitalism, worshiping at the alter of the free market.

We are looking at lose-lose proposition, but for social justice issues, and for the sake 
of the Supreme Court, we will lose less with Clinton.  I would like to see a concerted 
effort to have the Dems retake the Senate, this could be an effort Bernie Sanders and 
Elizabeth Warren could spearhead, both being Senators themselves. For those who 
want the public debate on policies to continue, expressing support for the Greens 
candidate Jill Stein might be enough to force the debate Commission to be shamed 
into opening the debates beyond Dems and Repubs. Lots can happen in the next four 
months before we vote in November, so keep your eyes and options open.

And those who are thoroughly disgust by the whole thing, the no party non regis-
tered non voters, I kinda understand but please remember that our local elections are 
very important, especially Byerly and Hutch for County Commission. The national 
Democratic party may be a mess, but these are outstanding local progressives and 
under assault by well funded corporate campaign. That election is August 30. Please 
register Democrat by the end of July and help them. D
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A New Turnpike Through Alachua County?
by Kayla Sosnow

Governor Scott’s Florida Department 
of Transportation wants to build a new, 
high-capacity high-speed toll road, tra-
versing the state from Tampa to Jack-
sonville, purportedly for “regional con-
nectivity” and to relieve I-75 congestion 
between Wildwood and Gainesville. But 
demand has never been demonstrated for 
a Tampa-Jax corridor, and the proposal 
does little to solve I-75 congestion.

In April FDOT finally revealed swaths 
under consideration for potential future 
corridors. Towns and villages impacted 
include High Springs/Alachua, Tioga, 
Jonesville, Newberry, Haile Plantation, 
Gainesville, Archer, Williston, Ocala, 
Rainbow Springs, Dunnellon, Citrus 
Springs, Lecanto and Hernando. (See 
swaths on map.)

A new facility would sever sensitive 
eco-systems and wildlife corridors, rural 
pastures and homesteads, and towns and 
villages whose complexion may change 

forever. It would also endanger a criti-
cal recharge zone, where the Floridan 
Aquifer is replenished by rainfall to 
provide potable water supplies for the 
region. This has been recognized by the 
St. Johns and Suwannee River Water 
management districts, the North Central 
Florida Regional Planning Council, and 
the State of Florida for years. Alachua 
County has very protective aquifer re-
charge policies in our Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan.

Moreover, Alachua County residents be-
lieve a new freeway west of I-75 would 
contribute to further westward sprawl, 
and drain investment from Eastern Ala-
chua County and East Gainesville. I-75 
has been skewing our County’s develop-
ment since it was built 60 years ago.

This 5-minute video exposes how the 
entire plan was hatched and moved 
forward, from 2010-2014. The Florida 
Chamber of Commerce Foundation 
partnered with FDOT to commission a 

study. Years of meetings and 
studies followed, including 
establishment of an annual 
“Freight Leadership Forum,” 
attended by dozens of CEOs 
and the Florida Transportation 
Builders Association. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=
i98wmmyeVgg&feature=you
tu.be

Once decided, FDOT created 
the I-75 Relief Task Force, 
including “representatives 
from state agencies, local gov-
ernments, regional planning 
councils, private landowners, 
environmental organizations, 
business and economic devel-
opment interests and members 

of the public,” and shepherded them 
through a tightly managed process de-
signed to lead to new highways. 

Nowhere along the way did FDOT no-
tify cities in the swaths. Many City 
Commissioners in Alachua County were 
unaware until the County informed 
them at joint City/County Commission 
meetings. Meanwhile, FDOT used ev-
ery means possible to ruthlessly squash 
public comment, including limiting Pub-
lic Comment to 30 minutes of a 7 hour 
meeting, placing it at the end, after all 
decisions were made, and providing 
emailed public comments to Task Force 
members on CDs after they arrived at 
meetings.

Instead of a new corridor through virgin 
territory, we support alternatives such as 
investing in freight rail improvements 
to get more trucks off the road, region-
al and commuter passenger rail, local 
roads that will take people off I-75, and 
maximizing I-75 through truck only and/
or express lanes.

If you agree, please take action. 

• Send comments to Huiwei.Shen@dot.
state.fl.us; cc Info@NoNewHighways.
org

• Visit www.i75relief.com and www.
nonewhighways.org

• Join I-75 Relief North Central Florida 
Info on Facebook https://www.face-
book.com/groups/1133688126642561/ 

• Attend the final Task Force meeting 
August 12th in Ocala

• To volunteer, call Katy at 234-9427

As Commissioner Mike Byerly ex-
plained, “FDOT has two timeframes: 
too soon to tell, and too late to change.” 
We are in one EXTREMELY BRIEF 
MOMENT between!

Let us preserve the pristine natural beau-
ty of North Florida, and not succumb to 
its overdevelopment. NO NEW HIGH-
WAYS! DD
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A destination game store and parlor.
4401 NW 25th Pl., Suite G, Gainesville, FL 32605 (access from NW 43rd St)        

352-378-PLAY (7529)
Find us online at gainesvilletabletop.com and Facebook

Bradford County Phosphate Mine is Lunacy
by Merrillee Malwitz-Jipson  

and Jim Tatum
Confusion and animosity have reigned for 
some time in Bradford County, due to the 
county commissioners not listening to the 
people. However, as time goes by, there is 
less confusion and more animosity appar-
ent at each meeting of the commissioners.
It all started when a group of landowners 
joined together to form HPS II Enterprises 
with the intent of mining phosphate on a 
large tract of land adjacent to the Santa Fe 
River, and straddling New River, a tribu-
tary dividing Bradford and Union counties.
Following overwhelming citizen and envi-
ronmental opposition, Union Co. quickly 
voted in a year moratorium on accepting 
mine permit applications, giving them 
time to revisit inadequate and outdated 
Land Development Regulations (LDRs). 
Bradford County commissioners wit-
nessed equally overwhelming opposition, 
but ignored it and chose not to enact a 
moratorium. At the same meeting, county 
attorney Will Sexton advised the commis-
sioners not to discuss the topic nor answer 
questions, which immensely intensified 
the ire of their constituents.
At the April 21 meeting in Starke, the com-
missioners vacillated and tried but failed 
to rescind the no moratorium vote, so they 
scheduled a workshop for the citizens on 
April 29, saying specifically and repeat-
edly that no mine permit applications had 

been filed. A few days later the workshop 
was cancelled, since now it was revealed 
that HPS II had submitted a permit appli-
cation on April 21, thus categorizing fur-
ther proceedings as “quasi-judicial” and 
disallowing discussion.   
At the meeting on May 2, it was revealed 
that most if not all county representa-
tives knew before the April 21 meeting 
that the application had been submitted 
even though the audio tape has several 
“no pending applications” clearly audible. 
About this time Alachua County became a 
player, and agreed to make a strong stance 
against the mine, sending a letter of con-
cern to all state and federal agencies that 
will need to eventually permit such a dan-
gerous undertaking. They also offered as-
sistance to Bradford County as to proce-
dures, and initiated reciprocal attendance 
at each other’s meetings, which did ensue.
At the May 19 meeting of the commission-
ers, they were accused of lying, withhold-
ing information, personal interests, illegal 
collusion, illegal proceedings, refusal to 
answer questions, and so on. Commis-
sioners Reddick and Chandler definitely 
were given approval by the majority of 
the crowd, and commissioners Sellars and 
Thompson definitely were not.  Chairman 
Lewis directed further review of the ap-
plication, LDRs, and employing outside 
experts.
The polarization of this issue is mostly 

black and white.  The industry’s side 
promises profit for the owners, a few jobs, 
increased taxes temporarily, an economic 
spurt or “boom” which inevitably will be 
followed by a “bust,” leaving the area eco-
nomically impoverished in the long run.  
Also promised are risks for the health of 
nearby residents, from radon, dust, and 
noise pollution. The Santa Fe River will be 
put at extreme risk of irreparable damage, 
in the immediate vicinity and far down-
stream.  
It has protections from at least five layers 
of legislative designations, which include 
upper and lower Santa Fe River Minimum 
Flows & Levels, Santa Fe River Basin 
Management Action (which also man-
dates Total Maximum Daily Loads), Out-
standing Florida Waterway, Federal Clean 
Water Act as Area of Critical Habitat (for 
the Oval Pigtoe Mussel), and a Water Re-
source Caution Area.  
Additionally, Florida has just allowed 
spending $50 million on springs restora-
tion, and we have the downstream springs 
of Hornsby, Tree House, and Poe which 
have been given special protection by the 
state as imperiled. These layers of laws 
will not allow degradation, and such a plan 
to put the river at risk for profit for a few 
is insanity.
Merrillee Malwitz-Jipson is policy direc-
tor for Our Santa Fe River, and Jim Tatum 
is historian. Both live in Fort White. D

www.civicmediacenter.org
coordinators@civicmediacenter.org

352-373-0010
433 S. Main St., Gainesville 32601

Please support the CMC in whatever 
way you can:  volunteering, 

memberships, donations, ideas, and 
attendance at our events.

Grassroots support 
keeps it going
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Are You Election Ready?Are You Election Ready?  

Pam Carpenter, Alachua County Supervisor of Elections  
515 N. Main Street, Suite 300, Gainesville, FL 32601-3348    

(352) 374-5252    
www.VoteAlachua.com   

Important Information and Helpful Tips from Your Supervisor of Elections 
 

                                     August 1, 2016 - Voter Registration and Party Change Deadline 
2016 Primary Election:  August 19th through August 27th - Early Voting 
                August 30th - Primary Election  (Polls open 7 AM to 7 PM) 
   
Get Registered to Vote.  You must be registered to vote by August 1, 2016 to be eligible to vote in the August 30, 
2016 Primary Election. Visit our website at VoteAlachua.com to fill out a form, find registration form sites, update your 
record, or verify your current registration status . 
 
Florida is a  Closed Primary State.  To vote for a partisan candidate in a Primary, you must be registered in the same 
party as the candidate. To change your party affiliation for this Primary Election you must submit a voter registration appli-
cation party change by the August 1st deadline.  All voters can vote in non-partisan races and on issues. 
 
Update Your Voter Record.  If you have moved, notify the Elections Office.  Florida Law requires that you register in the 
precinct of your legal residence.  It is illegal to vote in a precinct where you no longer live. If your name or signature have 
changed, submit a Florida Voter Registration Application to the Elections Office so your record can be updated.   
 
Know Your Polling Location. Some polling places have changed due to redistricting.  To locate your precinct and polling 
place go to VoteAlachua.com  where you will find maps and pictures of your polling place.   
 
Redistricting - Due to court ordered redistricting, all of Alachua County is now in the newly created State Senate Dis-
trict 8, and  U.S. Congressional District 3 now represents all of Alachua County.   
 
Take Photo and Signature ID.  Florida law requires voters to present current and valid photo and signature identification 
at early voting sites and polling places on Election Day.  Acceptable IDs includes: a FL Driver License, FL ID card, U.S. 
passport, debit or credit card, military ID, student ID, retirement center ID, neighborhood association ID and public assis-
tance ID.  NEW acceptable identifications: Veteran’s Health ID issued by the VA, a FL Concealed Weapon License, and 
a Government Employee ID.  If you do not present photo and signature ID you will be allowed to vote a provisional ballot.  
 
Be Informed. Watch your mail for a sample ballot from the Elections Office. Familiarize yourself with the candidates and 
issues on the ballot before going to vote. You may mark your sample ballot and take it with you into the voting booth.  
 
Avoid the Lines-Vote by Mail.   If voting by mail, sign the certificate envelope and return the ballot early. Be sure we 
have your current signature on file.  Due to  changes in postal delivery standards, it can take up to 5 days for your 
ballot to get to us. To be counted, we must receive it by 7 PM Election Day. Postmarks do not count.  You can bring  
your ballot to our office during normal office hours at 515 North Main Street, Suite 300, Gainesville, or place it in our drop 
box located in front of the building.  To request a ballot, go online or call our office at 352-374-5252.  Your request for a 
mail ballot must be made by 5 PM on August 24, 2016. 
 
Avoid the Lines-Vote Early.  Any voter can vote at any one of our 3 Early Voting sites; Millhopper Library, Tower Road 
Library or the Supervisor of Elections Office.  Early Voting starts August 19th and ends August 27th. 
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Republican is running, and you must be 
registered as a Democrat to vote in it. You 
can do this and request a mail-in ballot at 
www.votealachua.com.   

A common reaction by progressives, es-
pecially in the Gainesville urban core that 
is celebrating its City Commission’s re-
turn to a progressive majority, has been 
that favored son and outspoken environ-
mentalist Mike Byerly can’t be beat. But 
Byerly has never faced a better-funded or 
more politically ambitious challenger. In 
his first bid for office against Ken Cor-
nell, Pastor Thorpe ran as a proclaimed 
social services advocate and environmen-
tal supporter with the help of prominent 
local Democrats, local residents in the 
pay of Plum Creek as consultants, local 
corporate media (Gainesville Sun sister 
publication The Guardian reported him 
as a green candidate), and also members 
of the faith community. Now, he holds 
fundraisers at the home of west county 
development maven Cotton Fletcher, the 
headquarters of the pro-development Tea 
Party Republicans that funded former 
Gainesville Mayor Ed Braddy’s storied 
rise to office. With the leaked and now 
public meeting records of the Chamber of 
Commerce, we also know that a Political 
Action Committee of up to $200,000 is 

being formed by big bankers and private 
corporations to help elect pro-Plum Creek 
candidates that are “friendly to business.” 

The deck couldn’t be more stacked, nor 
the contrast between the candidates more 
clear. Thorpe has compared the proposed 
sprawling development of the East Coun-
ty to the process of removing cockroaches 
from your home (“You do know that any 
time you build anything you are disturb-
ing in some way or another the environ-
ment? That’s why you shouldn’t get mad 
when you see roaches at your house; it 
was their house before it was yours”). He 
has also flipped his position on social ser-
vices with the Reagan-like insistence that 
“Alachua County needs to have an hones-
ty moment, either we’re going to continue 
to try and take care of people through so-
cial programs, or we’re going to move out 
of the way so that people can take care of 
themselves.” 

In contrast Mike Byerly has been con-
sistently doing all the things that corre-
spond to his beliefs about conservation 
and rights: helping to pass anti-discrim-
ination laws, protecting Planned Parent-
hood, fighting Plum Creek’s corporate 
public relations campaign with scientific 
research and education, helping to de-
fend our County’s Comprehensive Plan, 
and organizing a conservationist coalition 

From CONTEST, p. 1

Chloe Goldbach, write-in candidate for County 
Commission District 5
Awareness needs to spread regarding issues affecting the LGBT community, especially issues facing the transgender 
community. Because of this, I am running as a write-in candidate for Alachua County Commission in District 5 in the 
hopes of enacting lasting, positive change.

Eight years ago, I moved to Alachua County to attend the University of Florida. It is now my home where I work as a 
biomedical engineer, while studying to pursue a career in social work to provide support for LBGT youth and adults.  

LGBT equality is the priority of my campaign. Educational programs on transgender sensitivity need to be implement-
ed for the workplace, school system, and overall community to reduce discrimination experienced by the transgender 
community. “Bathroom bills” are still a hot topic of discussion so educating our community is essential to preventing 
essential rights, like equal bathroom access, from being stripped from the transgender community. Homelessness dis-
proportionately affects members of the LGBT community. This problem must be addressed through active outreach to 
these individuals and by ensuring that organizations that serve homeless individuals offer specialized training and have 
anti-discrimination policies in place that are being upheld. 

While the county has adopted an anti-discrimination ordinance, I want to insure that the protections are being observed 
and to find ways to expand these protections statewide. Lastly, in light of the Pulse shooting in Orlando and the dispro-
portionate violence experienced by LGBT individuals, I call for stricter ordinance regarding purchase of long guns and 
implementation of universal background checks. D

to that end (Stand By Our Plan, stand-
byourplan.org) that will far outlast his 
tenure in office. Thorpe’s campaign has 
already begun expensive robo-calling 
and will rely on big money mailers and 
media campaigns. Byerly’s strength is on 
the ground, but it takes a lot of volunteer 
time and day-to-day organizing to combat 
money in politics of a scale likely unseen 
before in our County. 

Positions on the Comprehensive Plan, so-
cial services, access to resources, and dis-
crimination and equity are held in com-
mon by a tenuous progressive majority 
on the County Commission--Hutch (also 
up for re-election), Byerly, and Cornell. A 
win by Kevin Thorpe will certainly ensure 
that Plum Creek re-hatches its land flip-
ping scheme, devastating the hydrology, 
transportation infrastructure, and beauty 
of our County while forever altering a 
way of life we need to protect. If you look 
back over a half century of County Com-
missions, very few of them would have 
voted our way on Plum Creek, fought for 
a living wage, or held our community to 
standards of justice and equity that the 
current majority does. To take Mr. Thor-
pe’s candidacy and wide-ranging support 
across party lines as anything less than a 
return to a dangerous normalcy will mean 
a certain loss not just for Byerly, but for 
Alachua County. D
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and there’s plenty of vacancies).

What makes the upcoming Alachua 
County Commission election so inter-
esting is that there are two incumbents 
-- Mike Byerly and Robert Hutchinson 
(the author) -- who have strong progres-
sive credentials. Their challengers are 
Kevin Thorpe and Larry McDaniel, who 
are registered as Democrats but are re-
ceiving much of their funding from Re-
publicans, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Plum Creek corporation.

The challengers have calculated that if 
they can motivate 3000 Republicans to 
switch their voter registration to Demo-

From NO PARTY, p. 24 crat for the upcoming primary in Au-
gust, then they win. That is, unless 3,000 
NPAs can be convinced to also register 
as Democrat to counteract this right-
wing stealth move.

Wouldn’t it be tragic if the thousands of 
NPAs, many of whom are Bernie sup-
porters because they are down on the 
corporate cronyism of the national Dem-
ocratic Party, allow the corporate acqui-
sition of our local county commission 
seats by refusing to participate in local 
primary elections, where all the impor-
tant decisions are made?

The easiest way to change your party 
registration is to go online to www.

VoteAlachua.com and print out a form 
which you can mail back. The public 
libraries will also register you and turn 
in your paperwork (saving you the post-
age stamp and envelope, whatever they 
are). Or you can stop by the Supervisor 
of Elections office at 515 North Main 
Street.

August 1st is the deadline for a regis-
tration change that will allow you to 
participate in the all-important August 
30th primary election. Don’t let anger 
at national party politics, or ignorance 
about local election rules, get in the way 
of your full participation in our commu-
nity’s governance. Vote as if our future 
depends on it -- because it does. D

Editors’ picks:  
News that didn’t fit

D Brexit—A Stern Rebuke to 
Arrogant Elites, by Stephen Kinzer
http://www.bostonglobe.com/
opinion/2016/06/24/brexit-stern-rebuke-
arrogant-elites/Uz5BLaweyL71MHWlTeWobL/
story.html

D Last Week Tonight with John 
Oliver: Brexit
This brilliant take on the Brexit 
actually aired the week before 
Britain’s vote to leave the European 
Union.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iAgKHSNq 
xa8

D Don't Remember Muhammad 
Ali as a Sanctified Sports Hero. 
He Was a Powerful, Dangerous 
Political Force, by Dave Zirin
Don’t remember Muhammad Ali as 
a sanctified sports hero. He was a 
powerful, dangerous political force.
http://www.portside.org/2016-06-05/dont-
remember-muhammad-ali-sanctified-sports-
hero-he-was-powerful-dangerous-political

D Books vs. TV: This is what 
happens to your brain on both, by 
Samantha Olson
http://www.rawstory.com/2016/06/books-vs-tv-
this-is-what-happens-to-your-brain-on-both/

D Calling All Venezuelans to the 
Table, by Lisa Sullivan
The deteriorating situation in Ven-
ezuela is very complex. This article 
does a great job of unraveling the 
current crisis.
http://venezuelanalysis.com/analysis/12025
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Bernie Sanders: Here’s what we want
By Bernie Sanders
This statement from Bernie was originally 
published by the Washington Post on June 
23. See more at www.washingtonpost.com.
As we head toward the Democratic Na-
tional Convention, I often hear the question, 
“What does Bernie want?” Wrong question. 
The right question is what the 12 million 
Americans who voted for a political revolu-
tion want.
And the answer is: They want real change in 
this country, they want it now and they are 
prepared to take on the political cowardice 
and powerful special interests which have 
prevented that change from happening.
They understand that the United States 
is the richest country in the history of the 
world, and that new technology and innova-
tion make us wealthier every day. What they 
don’t understand is why the middle class 
continues to decline, 47 million of us live 
in poverty and many Americans are forced 
to work two or three jobs just to cobble to-
gether the income they need to survive.
What do we want? We want an economy 
that is not based on uncontrollable greed, 
monopolistic practices and illegal behavior. 
We want an economy that protects the hu-
man needs and dignity of all people — chil-
dren, the elderly, the sick, working people 
and the poor. We want an economic and 
political system that works for all of us, 
not one in which almost all new wealth and 
power rests with a handful of billionaire 
families.
The current campaign finance system is cor-
rupt. Billionaires and powerful corporations 
are now, through super PACs, able to spend 
as much money as they want to buy elec-
tions and elect candidates who represent 
their interests, not the American people. 
Meanwhile, we have one of the lowest 
voter turnout rates of any major country on 
earth, and Republican governors are work-
ing overtime to suppress the vote and make 
it harder for poor people, people of color, 
seniors and young people to vote.
What do we want? We want to overturn the 
disastrous Citizens United Supreme Court 
decision and move toward public funding of 
elections. We want universal voter registra-
tion, so that anyone 18 years of age or older 
who is eligible to vote is automatically reg-
istered. We want a vibrant democracy and a 
well-informed electorate that knows that its 

views can shape the future of the country.
Our criminal justice system is broken. We 
have 2.2 million people rotting behind bars 
at an annual expense of $80 billion. Youth 
unemployment in a number of inner-cities 
and rural communities is 30 to 50 percent, 
and millions of young people have limited 
opportunities to participate in the produc-
tive economy. Failing schools all around 
the country produce more people who end 
up in jail than graduate college. Millions of 
Americans have police records as a result of 
marijuana possession, which should be de-
criminalized. And too many people are serv-
ing unnecessarily long mandatory minimum 
sentences.
What do we want?  We want a criminal 
justice system that addresses the causes of 
incarceration, not one that simply imprisons 
more people. We want to demilitarize local 
police departments, see local police depart-
ments reflect the diversity of the communi-
ties they serve and end private ownership of 
prisons and detention centers. We want to 
create the conditions that allow people who 
are released from prison to stay out. We 
want the best educated population on earth, 
not the most incarcerated population.
The debate is over. Climate change is real. 
It is caused by human activity, and it al-
ready is causing devastating damage in our 
country and to the entire planet. If present 
trends continue, scientists tell us the planet 
will be 5 to 10 degrees Fahrenheit warmer 
by the end of the century — which means 
more droughts, floods, extreme weather dis-
turbances, rising sea levels and acidification 
of the oceans. This is a planetary crisis of 
extraordinary magnitude.
What do we want? We want the United 
States to lead the world in pushing our ener-
gy system away from fossil fuel and toward 
energy efficiency and sustainable energy. 
We want a tax on carbon, the end of fracking 
and massive investment in wind, solar, geo-
thermal and other sustainable technologies. 
We want to leave this planet in a way that is 
healthy and habitable for future generations.
What do we want? We want to end the 
rapid movement that we are currently ex-
periencing toward oligarchic control of our 
economic and political life. As Lincoln put 
it at Gettysburg, we want a government of 
the people, by the people and for the people. 
That is what we want, and that is what we 
will continue fighting for. D
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you guys as our leaders. You make almost $200,000 a year to write 
rules to make our society better, not tweet, not tell us about your 
thoughts and prayers, to write rules to make our society better. 
Ultimately it comes down to money and influence.

Right now since 1998, the NRA has given $3.7 million to congress. 
There are 294 sitting members of congress that have accepted con-
tributions from the NRA and that doesn’t even include the millions 
of dollars from outside lobbying. Before I get up here in my liberal 
bubble and I ask for gun control and universal background checks 
and banning assault rifles, we’ve got to be able to have the conver-
sation. Right now specifically congress has blocked legislation for 
the CDC to study gun related violence. We can’t even talk about 
the issue with real statistics and facts. I don’t know if this is like 
a KickStarter thing, but if $3.7 million can buy political influence 
to take lives, if we raise $4 million, would you guys take that to 
save lives?

I don’t know. Ultimately I just got to ask you this. Look, when I 
got into comedy, when you guys got into media, and when you 
guys got into politics, we wanted to do the best work we could 
possibly do. Is this what you want your legacy to be, that you were 
a could-have-done-something congress but you didn’t because of 
outside lobbying, that you were complicit in the deaths of thou-
sands of Americans?

I know being a member of congress is hard. You got to placate 
your base. You got to look out for reelection. You got to answer to 
lobbyists but please, persevere, because our thoughts and prayers 
are with you. Good night. D

From HASAN, p. 2 ‘Moosehead’s Wicked Good 
Plan’ shows at July 6
Please join us for a special screening on July 6th!
Director Sarah Katz will be joining us for this film!
Moosehead’s Wicked Good Plan is a documentary about 
Maine’s 17 million acre forest threatened by development 
proposed by the landowner in a situation similar to a local 
proposal. This screening will be sponsored by Sierra Club 
Suwannee - St. Johns Group and Stand By Our Plan.
National Geographic’s Chief Sustainability Officer Hans Weg-
ner endorsement for Moosehead’s Wicked Good Plan, “I think 
this is a very nicely done piece of film on a subject that is very 
local, yet is in reality simply a microcosm of what is happening 
all over the world where decisions are made by corporate enti-
ties not based on what is good for the larger region, but purely 
for economic returns to the corporate coffers. Lost in that are 
the concerns of the locals and a consideration of the larger im-
pact such decisions have.” 
Let’s watch Moosehead’s Wicked Good Plan together and chat 
about the effects that arise from the development of forested ar-
eas and how best to deal with inevitable growth of natural areas. 
Click the link below to watch the trailer for the half-hour film.
https://vimeo.com/153452046 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/878091638883159/per-
malink/1418464188179232/ 
StandByOurPlan: http://standbyourplan.org/

Free food for the 
summer

The Food & Nutrition Services Summer Program for 
Alachua County Public Schools Cafes begins June 13 
and continues through August 4.  This Summer meal 
program provides students with access to a variety of 
affordable and appealing foods that meet the health 
and nutrition needs of students.  Good nutrition and 
learning go hand in hand. Food and beverages sold or 
served at all schools meet the nutrition recommenda-
tions of the USDA School Meals Guidelines. FOL-
LOW THIS LINK [http://www.acpsfood.com/] for 
more information and registration information.
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HOURS: Tues–Sat: 10am-6pm, Closed: Sun & Mon

1920 NE 23rd Ave, Gainesville

Please use your vote
by Joe Courter

August 30 is over 2 months away at the time this is being writ-
ten, and there won’t be another Iguana until after the election; 
but that’s the way the calendar and our production fall. You 
will find articles and ads in here, and we hope you will take 
them to heart and memory. If you want, save this and use it as 
a guide later.

Our city and county have benefited greatly from electing for-
ward-thinking commissioners, but the work they do can be 
stopped or reversed with an election cycle where people don’t 
turn out. Election finance laws have changed, and with this 
election a lot more outside-the-area corporate money and neg-
ative advertising can be expected, especially against Byerly 
and Hutchinson. Negative advertising is designed to confuse 
and disillusion people, and drive voter turnout down.

In our pages you will see ads for Hutch, Byerly, Zadelas, Boy-
ette and Roy. The first two we feel very strongly about, as arti-
cles make clear. Zac is providing a needed challenge to Sheriff 
Darnell. He worked under Darnell in the Sheriff’s Office, and 
was fired not long after he declared his candidacy last year after 
a domestic dispute with his now ex wife, also then a Sheriff’s 

Deputy and the aggressor in the altercation. We have an ad for 
William Boyette because at the last minute he asked for one, 
but we equally like Kim Barton for Supervisor of Elections, an 
office both work in. Either one will ably fill the shoes of retir-
ing Pam Carpenter. Eileen Roy has been caught in a firestorm 
over the recent resignation of School Superintendent Owen 
Roberts, who had been receiving mixed evaluations based on 
a variety of actions during his tenure as superintendent. The 
broad publicity on the plagiarism charges against Roberts was 
but the latest of a lot of other things leading to the poor evalua-
tions by some School Board members, but there was also a lot 
of support for Roberts in the community as well, and this has 
led to an eruption of below-the-surface frustration over long-
standing racial disparity in our community, and likewise has 
led to a big backlash against Roy and fellow Board member 
Gunner Paulson. We hope cooler heads can prevail, because in 
the last week things got pretty mean-spirited. It is painful to see 
a split in the progressive community, hopefully in the coming 
months and after the election some greater understanding and 
unity can be achieved, but it won’t come without serious effort.

See VOTE, p. 20
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Berta Cáceres Was at Top of Honduras Military’s 
Kill List: Whistleblower

by Nika Knight, staff writer

This article was originally published by Common Dreams on June 
21 . See more at www .commondreams .org .

It appears the United States government is not the only one in the 
world with a ‘kill list.’
According to new reporting by the Guardian published Tuesday, 
U.S.-trained special forces units within the Honduras military are 
operating an assassination program—complete with a hitlist com-
prised of names and photos—that targets social justice and envi-
ronmental activists with “elimination.”
Based on testimony from a whistleblower and former soldier who 
refused to follow orders to target those on the list, fled the country, 
and now fears for his life, the newspaper reports that the list is 
distributed to two elite units along with orders to systematically 
assassinate each person on it.
The whistleblower, a 20-year-old former First Sergeant from the 
Xatruch unit that operates on the Caribbean coast, asked to be re-
ferred to by the pseudonym Rodrigo Cruz for fear of reprisal.
“If I went home, they’d kill me. Ten of my former colleagues are 
missing,” Cruz told the Guardian.
Prominent Indigenous land defender Berta Cáceres was at the top 
of that list before her assassination in March, Cruz said.
Prior to her murder, Cáceres herself said she believed such a hit 
list existed and that she was on in it. She blamed the U.S., specifi-
cally then-secretary of state Hillary Clinton, forturning a blind eye 
to the right-wing government that took over in a military coup in 
2009 and the surge in human rights violations by security forces 
that followed.
“I’m 100 percent certain that Berta Cáceres was killed by the 
army,” Cruz told the Guardian.
The newspaper wrote:
According to Cruz, Cáceres’s name appeared on a list given to a 
military police unit in the Inter-institutional Security Force (Fu-
sina), which last summer received training from 300 US marines 
and FBI agents.
Five men have been arrested for her murder, including Maj Maria-
no Díaz Chávez, an active-duty major in the Honduran army. Díaz 
had previously participated in joint US-Honduran military opera-
tions in Iraq, and is reported by local media to be a graduate of the 
elite Tesón special operations course which is partly taught by US 
special forces. Diaz was a military police instructor when arrested, 
but has since been given a dishonourable discharge.
“Cruz’s testimony suggests death squads are targeting political op-
position, but the justice system is so broken, and directly controlled 
by figures implicated in corruption, that there is no one [in Hon-
duras] who can credibly investigate,” Annie Bird, director of the 
group Rights and Ecology which documents human rights abuses 
in Honduras, told the Guardian.
Cruz’s statements strengthen the Cáceres family’s appeal for an in-
dependent international investigation into the Berta Cáceres’ death.

“This shows us that death squads are operating in the armed forces, 
which are being used to get rid of people opposing government 
plans,” Cáceres’ daughter told the Guardian. “It shows us that hu-
man rights violations are state policy in Honduras.”
The U.S. has given Honduras an estimated $200 million in military 
aid since 2010, the newspaper observed, and the aid continues un-
abated despite a recent State Department assessment that  “among 
the most serious human rights problems” in the country are “un-
lawful and arbitrary killings by security forces.”
“This is disturbing smoking-gun evidence which reinforces calls 
that the U.S. must withdraw military aid from Honduras where 
there’s been a bloodbath since the 2009 coup,” Lauren Carasik, 
director of the International Human Rights Clinic at Western New 
England University, told the newspaper.
Cruz also told the Guardian that the lieutenant in charge of his unit 
deserted after being ordered to carry out the kill list:
“The lieutenant said he wasn’t willing to go through with the order 
as the targets were decent people, fighting for their communities. 
He said the order came from the joint chiefs of staff [and] he was 
under pressure from the Xatruch commander to comply,” Cruz 
said.
A few days later, the lieutenant left the base and has not been seen 
since.
Indeed, the murders reflect a wider trend, as a recent report found 
state and private forces colluding to kill environmental and land 
defenders in shocking numbers around the globe—and particularly 
in Latin America.
Cruz saw the list twice, the Guardian noted—the first time was 
when sheets of paper had accidentally “fallen out of his command-
er’s vest in the jeep which Cruz drove.”
“I only had them in my hand for 20 or 30 seconds but I recognized 
some faces as leaders from the Bajo Aguán [region]. I didn’t say 
anything,” Cruz said.
The Guardian noted, “The Bajo Aguán region—where the Xatruch 
taskforce is based—has been the setting for a string of violent land 
disputes between powerful palm oil magnates and local farm-
ers. More than 100 people—mainly peasant activists—have been 
killed, many at the hands of state or private security forces.”
“Among the names on the hitlist seen by Cruz was that of Juan 
Galindo, an activist who had fled the region after receiving threats, 
but was murdered in November 2014 after returning home from 
exile to visit his sick mother,” the newspaper noted. “Cruz also 
recognised Johnny Rivas and Vitalino Álvarez, high-profile mem-
bers of the United Peasant Movement (MUCA). Both men were 
among 123 activists in the Bajo Aguán named by the Inter-Ameri-
can Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in 2014 as requiring 
urgent protective measures.”
Álvarez, 52, who has survived four assassination attempts since 
2010, told the newspaper: “There’s been a systematic strategy to 
eliminate the most belligerent social leaders. Since they killed Ber-
ta, the rumors are I’m now top of that list.”  D
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GALLERY TOUR BEGINS AT 7:00 PM

Friends of Susan B. Anthony to Celebrate Women’s Equality Day
The Friends of Susan B. Anthony will 
celebrate Women’s Equality Day with 
their annual festive luncheon on Sat-
urday August 27th. This event, which 
began as an informal birthday party for 
Susan B. Anthony over forty years ago, 
is now held in conjunction with the an-
niversary of the passage of the 19th 
Amendment giving women the right to 
vote. Each year a local woman is recog-
nized who exemplifies the spirit of Su-
san B. Anthony. This year, Nancy Griffin 
and JoAnn Wilkes will be co-honorees 

for their contributions to the Displaced 
Homemakers Program (DHP) at Santa 
Fe College. In operation for thirty years, 
the program has helped over 3100 wom-
en make the transition to the work force. 
DHP provides support, stability, training, 
and career exploration, with the goals of 
empowerment and education for the job 
market. The special featured speaker 
will be Laura Rosenbury, the first per-
manent female dean in the 106 year his-
tory of the Levin College of Law at the 
University of Florida. Dean Rosenbury 

is an internationally recognized scholar 
in the field of family law and feminist 
legal theory.

The luncheon will be held at the Best 
Western Gateway Grand at 11:30 a.m., 
and will cost $20 for an adult. For fur-
ther information and reservations, please 
contact June Littler at fosba@fosba.com 
or at 352-374-8158; or go to www.fosba.
com. Reservation deadline is August 
24th and no tickets will be sold at the 
door. D
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Citizens Co-Op updates hours of operation
We’re trying something new for Summer, and we are excited to give our worker-owners a weekend by closing two days in 
a row. With this change in our hours, we will move into a weekly cycle, offering incoming fresh produce at regular price on 
Wednesdays and at a discount by Sundays. In addition to the new price-points available in our produce department, we will 
expand our bulk department by adding more natural products to our mainly organic foods. Our initial forays into this area have 
been very successful; for example, although organic almonds now cost nearly $20/lb, our natural almonds are selling very well 
at half that price. We will still carry the organic options, and with the inclusion of natural products, we will be able to appeal to 
households with differing budgets. By expanding our bulk department and regularly offering discounted produce, we hope to 
serve more members of the community. D

Wednesday - Sunday 10am-8pm
435 S . Main Street, Gainesville

JULY
1 The All American Song Fest; 
The Gainesville Big Band
Big Band Jazz
8 Idylwild
Original Rock, Funk, Blues, Soul
15 Ricky Kendall & The 
Healers 
Americana, Blues, Folk
22 R&E’s Army - Richy Stano 
& Elio Piedra
Jazz
29 The Irie Ones
Reggae

AUGUST
5 Hard Luck Society 
Country, Blues, Jazz
12 Savants of Soul
Soul, Blues, Jazz, Rock, 
Punk, Ska
19 The Shambles
Classic Rock
26 “Bonnie Raitt - Road 
Tested” Tribute 
Jana Horton-Kowitz & Friends
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WGOT-LP 94.7 FM       
Gainesville's Progressive Community 

Radio Station WGOT is on the air
Check out wgot.org for upcoming events 

and a detailed schedule.
94.7 is a Low Power FM station with a transmitter at NW 39th 
Ave and I-75, so best reception is within 5 miles, but many 
people are able to pick up the station in their car. 

Questions? Comments?  E-mail us at info@wgot.org

Democracy NOW!   
airs Mon.-Fri. 1 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Grow Radio is a listener-supported, 
Gainesville-based Internet radio sta-
tion that provides community members 
an opportunity to create and manage 
engaging, educational, informative, 
locally-generated programming to pro-
mote fine, musical and visual arts and 
humanities for the enrichment of the 
Gainesville community.
Grow Radio is changing its format,  
moving from live-streaming, free-
form programming to a podcast-only 
format. 
The following schedule is subject 
to change, and not all programs 
are broadcast each week. Check 
growradio.org for updates.
Sun 5 pm Joe and Craig Show
Mon 5 pm Street Nuts
 7 pm Malum
 8 pm The Sum of Your Life
Tue 10 am The Serene City
 4 pm Copyright Issue
 6 am Your Used To Be 
 8 pm Lost Sharks
Wed  12 am Pyramid Society 64
 9 am Sax and Violins
 1 pm The 2nd Ave. Shuffle
 3 pm The Quiet City
 5 pm An Average Day
 9 pm The Otherness
Thu 12 pm Things Be Blowin’
 2 pm The Breakup Song
 4 pm Hope & Anchor
 6 pm The Kitchen Sink
 8 pm florida rules
 10 pm Eagle Death
Fri 3 pm Ecstasy To Frenzy
 5 pm Artichokeification 
 7 pm Jazzville
 9 pm Bag of Tricks
Sat 3 pm Brazilian Commando
 7 pm Planet of Sound
 9 pm Reality Bites 

GROWRADIO.org 
programming schedule

Limousine Liberal Two-Pack (http://www.
alternativeradio.org/products/frat004-
girh001)
Thomas Frank – Hey Liberal, Listen Up 
+ Henry Giroux – The Human Cost of 
Neoliberalism
Climate Activist Two-Pack (http://www.
alternativeradio.org/products/parc002-
mckb007)
Bill McKibben – Breaking Away from 
Fossil Fuels + Christian Parenti – Climate 
Crisis
Authoritarian Regime Two-Pack (http://
www.alternativeradio.org/products/
khor005-hasn001)
Rami Khouri – Arab Jails & American Jets 
+ Nader Hashemi – The Broken Politics of 
the Middle East
Whistleblowing Two-Pack (http://www.
alternativeradio.org/products/kirj001-
mcgr002)
John Kiriakou – The War on Whistleblowers 
+ Ray McGovern – Whistleblowers

• • • • • • • •
Our latest programs rank among our best 
ever. Call to order or click and buy.
Vandana Shiva – We Are All Seeds (http://
www.alternativeradio.org/products/
shiv021)
Noam Chomsky – Toward a Better Society 
(http://www.alternativeradio.org/products/
chon250)
Thomas Frank – Listen Up Liberal (http://
www.alternativeradio.org/products/
frat001)

DEALS on 
Multi-Packs

Bill McKibben – Breaking Free from 
Fossil Fuels (http://www.alternativeradio.
org/products/mckb007)

Rami Khouri – Arab Jails & American Jets 
(http://www.alternativeradio.org/products/
khor005)

John Kiriakou – The War on Whistleblowers 
(http://www.alternativeradio.org/products/
kirj001)

Nader Hashemi – The Broken Politics of the 
Middle East (http://www.alternativeradio.
org/products/hasn001)

• • • • • • • •
Purchase any one of the following books 
from David’s recommended summer 
reading list and receive a free copy of 
Katha Pollitt’s best selling book PRO: 
Reclaiming Abortion Rights (http://www.
alternativeradio.org/products/polk001-1) 
while supplies last.
Elizabeth Kolbert – The Sixth Extinction 
(http://www.alternativeradio.org/products/
book_kole001)

Howard Zinn – A People’s History of the 
United States (deluxe edition) (http://
www.alternativeradio.org/products/book-
zinh003ab)

Noam Chomsky – What Kind of Creatures 
Are We? (http://www.alternativeradio.org/
products/book-chon014)

Angela Davis – Freedom is a Constant 
Struggle (http://www.alternativeradio.org/
products/book_dava001)

www.alternativeradio.org

Two CDs - $24, two mp3s - $8, two transcripts - $8, two pdfs - $8
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Every Mon  Movie Monday, 7 pm
Every Wed  SOL Education at the CMC!, 5 pm 
Every Thu  Weekly Volunteer Meeting, 5:30 pm
Every Thu  Weekly Poetry Jam, 8 pm

Inisheers Irish Dancers, Wednesdays, 6 pm, July 13, 20, 27, and August 3, 10

Sun  7/3 Yoga for Others, 9:45 am
Fri  7/8 Black & Pink Prison Letter Writing and Potluck, 6 pm
Sun  7/10 Yogetree!: Yoga+Poetry ft. Hello Helanah! 12 pm
Mon 7/11 Movie Monday: Dharma in the Community :Social Justice and 

Buddhism Presents “Mount Kailash Return to Tibet Part 1” 7 pm
Sat  7/16 CMC Community Block Party, 2 pm to 6 pm
Mon 7/18 Movie Monday: Humanist Society present’s Michael Moore’s 

“Where Should We Invade Next?”
Thur	 7/21	 CMC	Benefit	Show	at	Loosey’s,	9	pm
Sat 7/23 CMC Volunteer Training
Sun 7/24 IWW Southern Speaking Tour
Fri 7/29 Art Walk, 7 pm
Sat 7/30 Free Store Saturday, 2 pm
Tue 8/2 Artist Village, 8 pm
Sun 8/7 Yoga for Others, 9:45 am
Mon 8/8 Movie Monday: Dharma in the Community Presents “Mount  

Kailash Return to Tibet Part 2”, 7 pm
Fri 8/12 Black & Pink Prison Letter Writing and Potluck, 6 pm 
Fri 8/12 Live Music: Jenarchy Presents Sweet Heat+Condition 

Oakland+Kiiks, 9 pm
Fri 8/19 Open House: Meet the Friends of the CMC, 5 pm to 8 pm 
Sat 8/20 CMC Volunteer Training, 12 pm to 2 pm 
Fri 8/26 West African Spirituality Education Class, 6 pm
Fri 8/26 Art Walk, 7 pm

Civic Media Center

Check civicmediacenter.org for details, additional events
433 S. Main Street  •  373-0010  
Park just to the south at SE 5th Ave, (see sign), or 
after 7 pm at the courthouse (just north of 4th Ave), or 
GRU (2 blocks east of CMC).

Celebrate and keeping fighting for Social Security 
and Medicare

by Mary Savage
Can you believe that Medicare turns 51 on 
July 30 and Social Security turns 81 on Aug. 
14? Raise a glass of sparkling cider, have a 
slice of cake and sing “Happy Anniversary!” 
to these good and moral programs that ben-
efit senior citizens and their families. But 
can you also believe these good and moral 
programs are under attack? They are - still! 
That’s why we all have to keep up with the 
issues. First, a history lesson: Before Social 
Security, senior citizens and workers had no 
national assistance when they grew old or 
got sick or died on the job. Counties oper-
ated poor farms and poor houses for destitute 
workers when they grew old. Many seniors 
lived with family members, adding to the 

stress of the household. But thanks to the 
great Democratic president Franklin Roos-
evelt and his New Deal administration, So-
cial Security became law in 1935 and gradu-
ally improved life for ordinary Americans.
On the day the bill became law, FDR said 
in a presidential signing statement, “We can 
never insure one hundred percent of the pop-
ulation against one hundred percent of the 
hazards and vicissitudes of life, but we have 
tried to frame a law which will give some 
measure of protection to the average citizen 
and to his family against the loss of a job and 
against poverty-ridden old age.”
Let’s join with the approximate 4.3 million 
Social Security beneficiaries in the state of 

Florida and shout: “Thank you, FDR!”
Some good news: The Social Security Board 
of Trustees, which has just released it annual 
report to Congress, deems that Social Secu-
rity has a large and growing surplus, “and 
its future cost is fully affordable. Indeed, a 
greatly expanded Social Security is fully af-
fordable,” according to the Huffington Post’s 
June 22, 2016 article: http://www.huffing-
tonpost.com/nancy-altman/2016-trustees-
report-conf_b_10615718.html. So don’t 
believe the nonsense that we have to “save” 
Social Security by privatizing it or raising the 
retirement age.
With Medicare, the federal healthcare pro-
gram for seniors, confused elected officials 
such as House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis-
consin) tout dismantling Medicare complete-
ly and putting a voucher program in its place. 
That was not the intent of the Congress and 
President Lyndon Johnson when he signed 
Medicare into law in 1965. That’s not why 
we pay into the Medicare fund and see this 
amount on our W-2 forms each year. Can you 
imagine being a senior and getting a $5000 
voucher to purchase health insurance in the 
private market and expecting to have all the 
bills paid? That’s what Ryan and others are 
proposing. Let’s throw out this idea with the 
rest of the cat litter and table scraps. Ideal-
ly, we need Medicare for everyone through 
a single-payer system, but we also have to 
keep Medicare alive and well for seniors to-
day.
Call to action: A bill in the House of Repre-
sentatives (H.R. 5396) called the “Medicare 
Dental, Vision, and Hearing Benefit Act of 
2016” would help millions of Medicare ben-
eficiaries who need vision, hearing and den-
tal care. These services are not covered by 
Medicare. Contact your representative today 
and tell him or her to support the bill. Let 
your representative know that half of Medi-
care beneficiaries live on incomes below 
$24,150 per year and that this bill would im-
prove the quality of life for not only seniors, 
but also their families who struggle to care 
for their aging relative.
So don’t forget to celebrate on July 30 and 
Aug. 14 and give your elected official a call 
to remind them that seniors are here, seniors 
are aware and seniors vote.
To keep up with these issues, view the Na-
tional Committee to Preserve Social Secu-
rity and Medicare’s Web site:www.ncpssm.
org. D
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A number of races will not be on the ballot in August, with ei-
ther candidates unopposed, or where there is no primary chal-
lenger and the race goes right to the November ballot. You’ll 
hear more about them in the September and October editions 
of Iguana. Most interesting among them is local downtown 
developer Ken McGurn stepping in to challenge Tea Party 
loonie Ted Yoho after Ed Emery had to pull out with heart 
problems. We wish Ed well, and sincerely hope Ken is up to 
the challenge, because Rep. Yoho is an embarrassment to our 
community.

In the race for US Senate, Marco Rubio has decided to jump 
back in after a weak performance in his run for President. 
There are a slew of Democrats running, the top three being 
Patrick Murphey (mainstream Dem), Alan Grayson (loosey-
goosey progressive) and Pam Keith (black woman military 
vet outsider). Keith impressed me most at the Democratic 
Party dinner last year.

There will be a bunch of different races on your ballots de-
pending on where you live. Do your best to research posi-
tions and endorsements. People died for the right to vote, and 
others, because of repressive laws, can’t vote because of a 
criminal record. And not voting is a vote for the people you 
disagree with. So vote. D

From VOTE, p. 14
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Open: Mon-Fri 7 am-10 pm, 
Sat-Sun 9 am-10 pm 

DRIVE THRU & CALL-INS
Two locations:  

407 NW 12th St. 
5011 NW 34th St.

Death Toll Rises in Oaxaca as Government Represses Teacher Protests
by TeleSurTV

This was originally posted by TeleSur TV 
on June 20 . See more at www .telesurtv .
net/english .

The Mexican government followed 
through on its threat to use force against 
striking dissident teachers.

Mexican police attacked teachers strik-
ing against neoliberal education reforms 
in the southern state of Oaxaca, killing 
at least eight people and leaving dozens 
more injured.

Police were attempting to evict teachers 
from a road blockade on the Oaxaca-
Puebla highway in the municipality of 
Nochixtlan when gunfire erupted, lead-
ing to violent clashes that lasted approxi-
mately four hours. teleSUR Mexico cor-
respondent Aissa Garcia reported that as 
many as 12 people may have been killed 
by the state violence.

Teachers from the dissident CNTE union, 
also known as Section 22, had set up the 
blockade as part of protests over an edu-
cation reform implemented by President 
Enrique Peña Nieto and the arrest of sev-
eral of the unions’ leaders over the past 
week. 

In a press conference from the Mexican 
capital, a spokesperson for the union 
said the dead included Andres Agui-
lar Sanabria, 23, and Santiago Jimenez 
Aylin, 28, who have been identified as 
trainee teacher students. The spokesper-
son said there was a third fatality but did 
not provide any details.

The union spokesperson blamed the po-
lice forces who participated in the eviction 
for the three deaths, calling it an “attack,” 
and asked the government to engage in 
dialogue with the striking teachers.

The death toll of five demonstrators was 
later confirmed by the public prosecutor’s 
office in Oaxaca. Meanwhile, Proceso 
magazine reported six deaths while the 
CNTE themselves later reported nine.

teleSUR’s correspondent in Mexico was 
told by the CNTE on Monday that the fig-
ure had risen to 12, with 10 fatalities in 
Nochixtlan, one in Hacienda Blanca and 
another in Juchitan.

Mexican investigative journalist Sanjua-
na Martinez has called the government 
repression a “hunting” that seeks to elimi-
nate dissidents who oppose the education 
reforms. 

Police said that at least 21 people had 
been arrested.

Users on social media said that dozens of 
the injured were left untreated after the 
police seized the hospital in Nochixtlan 
and only allowed injured police access. 
Injured demonstrators were reportedly 
treated inside a nearby church.

Another clash between demonstrators and 
police took place in the city port of Salina 
Cruz, in Oaxaca as well, where another 
group of teachers were blockading a road 
that connects the state with its neighbors 
on the Pacific coast. Local media also 
reported dozens of injured protesting 
teachers and dozens of arrests, however 

authorities have not said anything on this 
case.

Renato Sales Heredia, national security 
commissioner, warned last week that the 
government would use force to repress 
mobilizations by striking teachers and 
their sympathizers.

Heredia said that a “moderate use of 
force” would be used to clear out these 
types of protests, but would only be used 
as a “last resort.”

In Mexico, common protest tactics in-
clude shutting down major highways or 
staging protest camps in front of govern-
ment offices.

Before Sunday’s events, hundreds of aca-
demic, religious, popular, student, human 
and social rights organizations around 
the world signed a document Friday that 
condemned the “brutal repression” ex-
erted by the Mexican government against 
teachers who reject the education reform 
by President Enrique Peña Nieto.

Peña Nieto unveiled an education reform 
in 2013 as part of a set of 11 neoliberal re-
forms implemented in his first 20 months 
of power. 

The controversial law imposes teacher 
evaluations in order to determine which 
applicants will be chosen to fill open posts 
in the public school system nationwide. 
Critics say the testing only justifies mass 
layoffs and does not effectively measure 
teaching skills, like the special knowledge 
and demeanor needed to teach in rural ar-
eas and Indigenous communities. D
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Notice to readers: If there is inaccurate 
information in this list, please let us know . If 
you are connected to an organization listed 
here, please check and update so others can 
be accurately informed about your contact 
information . Thank you .

Art Lab is for artists who continually expand 
skills and knowledge. Comprised of makers from 
a range of mediums (e.g. forged iron, spun wool, 
graphic design). Technique workshops, artist talks/
critiques, professional practices meetings, critical 
thinking discussions. GainesvilleArtLab@gmail.
com. http://GainesvilleArtLab.org

Alachua Conservation Trust, Inc. Protecting 
North Central Florida’s natural, scenic, 
historic & recreational resources for over 25 
years. ACT is the 2013 national Land Trust 
Excellence award recipient. 352-373-1078. 
AlachuaConservationTrust.org

Alachua County Green Party Part of a 
worldwide movement built out of four interrelated 
social pillars that support its politics: the peace, 
civil rights, environmental and labor movements. 
alachuagreens.weebly.com, alachuagreens@gmail.
com, 352-222-3449.

Alachua County Labor Coalition meets monthly 
and organizes to support local labor and advance 
the national campaign for universal, single-payer 
health care. Memberships are $20/year. Contact: 
http://laborcoalition.org/, info@laborcoalition.
org, 352-375-2832, PO Box 12051, Gainesville, 
FL 32604

American Civil Liberties Union Currently no 
local chapter. For info on forming a new chapter, 
or ACLU info, contact Jax office 904-353-7600 
or bstandly@aclufl.org

Amnesty International UF campus chapter of 
worldwide human rights movement; www.facebook.
com/ufamnesty or UFAmnesty@gmail.com.

Avian Research and Conservation Institute 
(ARCI) Non-profit research organization 
working to stimulate conservation action to save 
threatened species of birds in the southeastern 
U.S., www.arcinst.org.

Citizens Climate Lobby (Gainesville Chapter) 
provides education/activist opportunities to 
bring about a stable climate. Meetings are on the 
Wednesday after the first Saturday of each month at 
12:30, at Vine Bread & Pasta place at 627 N. Main 
St. 352-672-4327, www.citizensclimatelobby.org, 
cclgainesville@gmail.com

Civic Media Center Alternative reading room 
and library of the non-corporate press, and a 
resource and space for organizing. 352-373-0010, 
www.civicmediacenter.org. 

The Coalition of Hispanics Integrating 
Spanish Speakers through Advocacy and 
Service (CHISPAS) Student-run group at UF. 

www.chispasuf.org

Code Pink: Women for Peace Women-led 
grassroots peace and social justice movement 
utilizing creative protest, non-violent direct action 
and community involvement. CodePink4Peace.
org, jacquebetz@gmail.com. 

The Community Weatherization Coalition is a 
grassroots community coalition whose mission is 
to improve home weatherization and energy ef-
ficiency for low-income households through edu-
cation, volunteer work projects and community-
building. The CWC welcomes new volunteers to 
get involved in a variety of ways, from performing 
audits, to PR/Graphics and more. Contact: 352-
450-4965 or cwc@communityweatherization.net

Conservation Trust for Florida, Inc. Non-
profit land trust working to protect Florida’s rural 
landscapes, wildlife corridors and natural areas. 
352-466-1178, Conserveflorida.org

Democratic Party of Alachua County Meetings 
held the second Wednesday each month at 7 
p.m. in the 2nd floor auditorium of the County 
Administration Building at SE 1st St. and 
University Ave. Office is at 901 NW 8th Ave., 
352-373-1730, alachuadems.org.

Edible Plant Project Local 100% volunteer-run 
collective to create a revolution through edible and 
food-producing plants. http://edibleplantproject.
org/contact-us.

Families Against Mandatory Minimums Work 
to reform Florida's sentencing laws and restore 
fairness to Florida's criminal justice system. PO 
Box 142933, Gainesville, FL 32614, gnewburn@
famm.org. 352-682-2542

The Fine Print Independent, critically thinking 
outlet for political, social and arts coverage 
through local, in-depth reporting for Gainesville’s 
students. www.thefineprintuf.org. 

Florida School of Traditional Midwifery A 
clearinghouse for information, activities and 
educational programs. 352-338-0766 www.
midwiferyschool.org

Florida Defenders of the Environment works to 
protect freshwater resources, conserve public lands, 
and provide quality environmentaleducation since 
1969, 352-475-1119, Fladefenders.org

Gainesville Area AIDS Project provides 
toiletries, household cleaners, hot meals, frozen 
food at no cost to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
www.gaaponline.org, info@gaaponline.org, 
352-373-4227, Open Tuesdays 10-1 and last 
Friday of month 5-7.

Gainesville Citizens for Alternatives to Death 
Penalty works to abolish the death penalty. Join 
vigils when Florida has an execution. Meets first 
Tuesday every month at St. Augustine Church & 
Catholic Student Center , 1738 W. University Ave,  
352-378-1690, www.fadp.org.

Gainesville Food Not Bombs Local chapter 
of loose-knit group of collectives worldwide 
who prepare and share free, vegan/vegetarian, 
healthy, home-cooked meals made from local 
surplus with all who are hungry. Meals at 3 
p.m. Sundays at Bo Diddly Community Plaza. 
Prep starts at 11 am. Get in touch if you’d 
like to help. gainesvillefnb@riseup.net. www.
facebook.com/#!/groups/143660782367621/

Gainesville Interfaith Alliance for Immigrant 
Justice (IAIJ) organizes faith communities 
to work together for immigrant justice. Meets 
2nd Mondays at 6 pm at the Mennonite Meeting 
House, 1236 NW 18th Ave. Gainesvilleiaij@
gmail.com, www.gainesvilleiaij.blogspot.com, 
352-377-6577.

Gainesville Loves Mountains partners with Ap-
palachian allies to end mountaintop removal coal 
mining and build a prosperous economy/sustain-
able future for the region and its people. We pursue 
policies to strengthen our local economy through 
energy efficiency, clean energy. gainesvilleloves-
mountains@gmail.com, 352-610-1090, http://
gainesvillelovesmountains.wordpress.com/.

Gainesville NOW www.gainesvillenow.org. 
info@gainesvilleNOW.org NOW meeting info 
contact Lisa at 352-450-1912. 

Gainesville Socialists is a bi-weekly reading and 
discussion group. Meetings are open to all who 
consider themselves socialists, are interested in 
socialism, or are otherwise curious. Meetings are 
held at the CMC every other Tuesday at 8 pm, 
gainesvillesocialists@gmail.com

National Women’s Liberation is a feminist 
group for women who want to fight back against 
male supremacy and win more freedom for women. 
The inequalities between women and men are 
political problems requiring a collective solution. 
Founded 1968. Join us: www.womensliberation.org, 
P.O. Box 14017, Gainesville, 32604, 347-560-4695, 
nwl@womensliberation.org. 

Gainesville Zen Center & Hostel A Zen 
Buddhist community offering rooms to rent on 
a daily basis. 404 SE 2nd St., 352-336-3613, 
wonderwhy@cox.net.

Graduate Assistants United Union represents 
UF grad assistants by fighting for improved 
working conditions, community involvement 
and academic freedom. 352-575-0366, officers@
ufgau.org, www.ufgau.org

Grow Radio Non-profit provides opportunities for 
community members to create and manage engaging, 
educational, locally-generated programming to 
promote fine, musical/visual arts and humanities for 
enrichment of the community. www.growradio.org. 
PO Box 13891, Gainesville, 32604, 352-219-0145 
(v), 352-872-5085 (studio hotline)

Harvest of Hope Foundation Non-profit 
provides emergency and educational financial aid 
to migrant farm workers around the country. www.
harvestofhope.net, email: kellerhope@cox.net.

Home Van A mobile soup kitchen going to 
homeless areas twice a week with food and 
other necessities, delivering about 400 meals 
per week; operated by Citizens for Social 

Iguana Directory
Call 352-378-5655 or email gainesvilleiguana@cox.net with updates and additions
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Justice. barupa@atlantic.net or 352-372-4825.

Humanist Society of Gainesville meets 7 
pm on the 3rd Wednesday of most months 
at Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 
4225 NW 34th St to discuss and promote 
secular, humanist, atheist & agnostic social 
influences-www.gainesvillehumanists.org or 
facebook.com/humanistsocietyofgainesville; 
gainesvillehumanists@gmail.com.

Humanists on Campus UF organization pro-
vides a community for freethinking, secular 
humanists. Goals include promoting values of 
humanism, discussing issues humanists face 
internationally. We strive to participate in com-
munity service and bring a fun, dynamic group 
to the university! Preferred contact info: email 
ufhumanistsoncampus@gmail.com, alternative: 
j.bontems@ufl.edu, phone- 561-374-3537.

Industrial Workers of the World Local union 
organizing all workers. Meetings are at the Civic 
Media Center the first Sunday of the month at 
4:30 pm. Gainesvilleiww@gmail.com. www. 
gainesvilleiww.org 

International Socialist Organization 
Organization committed to building a left 
alternative to a world of war, racism and 
poverty. Meetings are every Thurs at the UF 
classroom building at 105 NW 16th St. at 7 pm. 
gainesvilleiso@gmail.com.

Kindred Sisters Lesbian/feminist magazine. 
PO Box 141674, Gainesville, FL 32614. 
www.kindredsisters.org, KindredSisters@
gmail.com.

Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program 
needs volunteers to join its advocates who 
protect elders’ rights in nursing homes, assisted 
living facilities, family care homes. Training 
and certification provided. 888-831-0404 or 
http://ombudsman.myflorida.com.

MindFreedom North Florida Human rights 
group for psychiatric survivors and mental 
health consumers. 352-328-2511.

Move to Amend, Gainesville is an organization 
dedicated to amending the US Constitution to 
establish that money is not speech, and that 
only human beings have constitutional rights. 
movetoamend.org/fl-gainesville

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
Support, education and advocacy for families 
and loved ones of persons with mental illness/
brain disorders. 374-5600. ext. 8322; www.
namigainesville.org. 

National Committee to Preserve Social Security 
and Medicare Local advocates work to promote/
preserve these threatened programs for senior 
citizens. We have literature, speakers, T-shirts. Email: 
sun115flower@yahoo.com. See national Web site to 
join: http://www.ncpssm.org/. 

National Lawyers Guild Lawyers, law students, 
legal workers and jailhouse lawyers using 
the law to advance social justice and support 
progressive social movements. nlggainesville@
gmail.com or www.nlg.org

NCF AWIS is an advocacy organization 

championing the interest of women in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) across all disciplines and employment 
sectors. Meetings are usually the first Monday 
of the month (except holidays) from 5:30 -7:30 
pm Millhopper Branch, Alachua County Public 
Library. All meetings open to the public. Email 
ncfawis@gmail.com or go to www.ncfawis.org 
for more information.

Occupy Gainesville is about engaging local 
people in grassroots, participatory democracy, 
diversity and dialogue; we stand in solidarity 
with the Occupy Wall Street Movement and the 
rest of the people peacefully occupying public 
space across this county and the rest of the world. 
www.occupygainesville.org and https://www.
facebook.com/occupygainesville.

Our Santa Fe River and Ichetucknee 
Alliance are two of a number of grassroots 
environmentalist groups campaigning to protect 
and restore the rivers and springs. See: http://
www.oursantaferiver.org/ and http://www.
ichetuckneealliance.org/

PFLAG (Parents and Families of Lesbians 
and Gays) meets the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at the Fellowship Hall of the United 
Church of Gainesville (1624 NW 5th Ave.) at 
7 pm with a programmed portion and informal 
meeting with opportunity to talk and peruse 
their resource library. pflaggainesville.org. 
Confidential Helpline 352-340-3770 or email 
info@pflaggainesville.org.

Planned Parenthood Clinic Full-service health 
center for reproductive and sexual health care 
needs. Offering pregnancy testing and options 
counseling for $10 from 10am-noon and 2-5pm. 
Located at 914 NW 13th St. 352-377-0881.

Pride Community Center of North Central 
Florida Resources for the gay/lesbian 
community, open M-F, 3-7, Sat. noon-4. 
Located at 3131 NW 13th St., Suite 62. 352-
377-8915, www.GainesvillePride.org. 

Protect Gainesville Citizens Group whose 
mission is to provide Gainesville residents with 
accurate and comprehensible information about 
the Cabot/Koppers Superfund site. 352-354-
2432, www.protectgainesville.org. 

River Phoenix Center for Peacebuilding 
provides innovative ways to resolve conflict 
and provides services like mediation, 
communication skill building and restorative 
justice. www.centerforpeacebuilding.org. 2603 
NW 13th St. #333, 352-234-6595 

Sierra Club meets the first Thursday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Gainesville-4225 NW 34th St. 
352-528-3751, www.ssjsierra.org

Sister City Program of Gainesville links 
Gainesville with sister cities in Russia, Israel 
and Palestine, Iraq, and Haiti. Meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Mennonite Meeting House, 1236 NW 18th 
Avenue (across from Gainesville HS). http://
www.gnvsistercities.org.

Stand By Our Plan is committed to informing 

the public about the critical differences between 
the Comprehensive Plan and Plum Creek’s 
proposal. We do not support Plum Creek’s 
Plan. Alachua County’s Comprehensive Plan 
is the best blueprint for future growth in the 
unincorporated areas of our county; it protects 
our valuable wetlands. standbyourplan@gmail.
com;  http://standbyourplan.org/.

Student/Farmworker Alliance A network 
of youth organizing with farmworkers to 
eliminate sweatshop conditions and modern-
day slavery in the fields. On Facebook, search 
“Gainesville Student/Farmworker Alliance.”

Sunday Assembly, a secular congregation 
which celebrates life, meets the third Sunday of 
each month at 11 am at 530 W. University Ave. 
(Santa Fe College campus building in downtown 
Gainesville). There is a talk, music, sing-alongs, 
discussion, refreshments and felllowship. See 
http://SAGainesville.weebly.com/.

UF Pride Student Union Group of gay, lesbian, 
bi and straight students & non-students, faculty 
and staff. www.grove.ufl.edu/~pride.

UF Radical Student Alliance is a progressive 
grassroots organization that strives to combat 
social justice issues on campus, with our core 
values being transparency, democratic process, 
the value of each member’s input, and the 
ability of any member to assume a leadership 
role. Meetings are at 6:30pm Wednesdays on 
campus, ufradstudentalliance@gmail.com.

United Faculty of Florida Union 
represents faculty at University of Florida. 
3 5 2 - 3 9 2 - 0 2 7 4 , p r e s i d e n t @ u f f - u f . o r g ,  
www.UFF-UF.org. 

United Nations Association, Gainesville 
Florida Chapter Purpose is to heighten citizen 
awareness and knowledge of global problems 
and the UN efforts to deal with those issues. 
www.afn.org/~una-usa/.

United Way Information and Referral 
Human-staffed computer database for resources 
and organizations in Alachua County. 352-332-
4636 or simply 211.

Veterans for Peace Anti-war organization 
that raises awareness of the detriments of 
militarism and war as well as seeking peace-
ful and effective alternatives. Meets first 
Wednesday of every month at 7 pm. 352-
375-2563, http://vfpgainesville.org/

WGOT 94.7 LP-FM Community low-
power station operating as part of the 
Civic Media Center. wgot947@gmail.com,  
www.wgot.org. 

World Socialist Party of the United States  
(WSP-US) can be contacted by anyone wanting 
to know and understand more about Marxian 
socialism and the WSPUS’s efforts to transform 
the dog-eat-dog – Devil take the hindmost world 
created by capitalism into a democratically 
arranged world society of equality by emailing 
the Party at boston@wspus.org. All email 
received will be responded to. Upon request the 
Party will provide membership applications.. D
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Power to the People!
Literally. This Labor Daze Fest is all about that. We are 
working on a living wage for ALL. We are supporting lo-
cal responsible businesses. (Come see who wins the Labor 
Daze Local Responsible Business award!) And this year we 
are putting our money where our mouth is: one lucky raffle 
winner will have their power bill paid by Labor Daze Fest! 
So come support local business, listen to some great music, 
climb the free rock wall, and get some serious empower-
ment this Labor Day Weekend. Power to the People. Pass 
it on!

Labor Daze Fest (info on facebook) is SUNDAY, SEPT. 4 
(the day before Labor Day), from 4–10 PM at The Bo Did-
dley Plaza (111 E. University Ave.). Mama Trish is a local 
musician, activist, and Mother of Labor Daze. D

No Partying, Dude!
by Robert “Hutch” Hutchison, Alachua County Commis-

sioner
You hate the political parties. The Democrats and their slip-
pery super-delegates. The Republicans whose candidates at-
tract all the haters. The Libertarians because their ideas don’t 
pan out in modern society. The Greens for their narrowly fo-
cused idealism. Etc.

So your voter registration lists you as a “No Party Affiliate” 
(NPA), because you are independent and wish to vote your 
conscience. In Alachua County, there are around 35,000 reg-
istered voters (out of a total of 164,000) who agree with you.

Being unaffiliated with any party is the perfect way to be regis-
tered if you don’t care about local environmental protection, or 
about LGBTQ issues, or about racial disparities and social and 
economic justice in our community, or decisions being made 
for how to spend hundreds of millions of dollars on law en-
forcement, ambulances, children’s services, roads and transit 
services, humane treatment of animals, or a myriad of other 
local issues.

Those who don’t care about these issues don’t vote in local 
elections, because it is at the county commission level where 
many of these decisions take place. In Alachua County, in most 
election seasons including this one, all of the candidates for 
county commission are registered as Democrats. This means 
the decision about who will represent you on these and many 
other important issues is made during the Democratic primary.

Florida is a “closed primary” state, which was the method 
chosen by progressive reformers years ago to remove the de-
cision-making about candidates from party bosses. We don’t 
have caucuses or super-delegates in our elections for local or 
state offices in Florida because we don’t want to give the deci-
sion-making over to small groups of insiders.

People whose voter card doesn’t list their primary preference 
as Democratic simply have no say in how our community pro-
gresses. They can’t vote for the constitutional offices (Sheriff, 
Elections Supervisor, Property Appraiser, Tax Collector, and 
Clerk of the Court). They can vote in the non-partisan School 
Board and Judge races.

When you change your registration to Democratic or Repub-
lican, or Libertarian, or Green, or Socialist, or Whig, or Bull 
Moose Party (yes, these are all choices), you are not “joining” 
these parties. You are simply indicating that if there is a pri-
mary, you wish to vote in the primary of that party to select a 
candidate to move on to the general election, where everybody 
can then vote regardless of party affiliation. If you actually 
want to “join” a major party, you can run for one of the seats on 
the local Democratic or Republican Executive Committee, and 
your name will appear on a ballot in your voter precinct during 
the primary election (most, but not all seats, are not contested, 
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