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Ron DeSantis, the bully
by Anonymous

I work for the University of Florida. I 
used to be so proud of that. Unfortunately, 
I am not so proud now. 
You see, I’m being bullied. I’m being 
bullied by our anti-woke governor. His 
tactics include daily attacks on diversity, 

equity, and inclusion, interfering in cur-
riculum matters, hiring presidents behind 
closed doors, and retaliating against those 
who dare to disagree. This bully is backed 
by his minions in the state legislature, and 
they have joined together to form an anti-
woke cabal, laying waste to enlightened 

On Black Thursday, April 1971, hundreds of UF students frustrated with the university’s 
refusal to acknowledge a list of demands to improve campus diversity held a sit-in at Tigert 
Hall	 Many of those students would later be gassed and arrested	 Photo from UF Archives	

by Joe Courter
On Monday, Feb. 6, I was on my bike 
heading to Tigert Hall for the protest 
rally marking the beginning of the Ben 
Sasse administration as president of the 
University of Florida. I began reflecting 
on how many times I had been to those 
steps for organized rallies and protest. 
(See “NO WE WON’T BACK DOWN” 
on page 20 which addresses the Feb	 6 
rally’s purpose and demands	)
The first that came to mind was the anti-
apartheid protest campaign, trying to get 
UF to divest its holdings in South Africa 
investments in the mid-80s. For one 40-
day period those steps were occupied 
constantly, with a big banner proclaiming 
“Mandela Hall.” The rallies were large 
enough, and well supported enough, that 
the Krishnas moved their daily lunch 
serving over to Tigert. 
UF stonewalled much in the way of dis-
closures, let alone divestments, but a side 

See STEPS,  p. 20

See BULLY,  p. 20
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Here we are in the “information age,” defined as “a historical period that began in 
the mid-20th century. It is characterized by a rapid shift from traditional industries, 
as established during the Industrial Revolution, to an 
economy centered on information technology.”  
The heart of information technology is communication, and 
the dictionary says that is “a process by which information 
is exchanged between individuals through a common 
system of symbols, signs or behaviors ... the imparting or 
exchanging of information or news.”
We are neck deep into an era where the “economy 
centered on information technology” has become an 
economic engine out for its own gain, shaping our 
behavior and values as it strives to gain and hold our 
attention and our buying power, to the point that our own 
personal information has become a commodity that is bought and sold, analyzed and 
exploited. Ever more products are developed and become essential to our lives (or 
so we are led to believe). The latest phone, some new app or other, a new streaming 
source with new entertainment possibilities. We are living tied to a screen, and the 
younger you are, the more normalized it has become. It is our future. We have some 
serious problems to deal with, folks.
That’s bad enough (declared the boomer) but the changing aspects of communication 
itself is another great problem. The “common system of symbols, signs and behaviors 
used in imparting or exchanging of information or news” has become problematically 
fractured to where lack of common ground in communication has become a barrier to 
cooperation and attempts to improve the common good societies ideally would strive 
for. And this is on multiple levels.
“Exchanging information and news” has suffered greatly with the drive to gain and 
hold readers and viewers, casting aside the formerly valued concept of truth and 
scientific verification, and instead creating silos of disinformation (often monetized) 
with virtual tribes of believers having scant common ground between them. We saw 
this in the pandemic, and societally in the unleashed vilification of immigrants and 
LGBTQ folks. We no longer have “common symbols and behaviors,” we have become 
toxically divided, and that economy centered on information technology” grows richer 
feeding the falsehoods and animosity which drive us apart.
But here is another problem we face, less toxic but still significant. How we exchange 
information has become fragmented. We now have so many ways to communicate with 
one another that those platforms become silos themselves, leaving out other people 
unless you choose to spend inordinate amount of time switching around. Facebook, 
Twitter, Reddit, Instagram, Discord, Twitch. All are money makers for corporations in 
the information economy: they make their living off of shaping our behavior in order to 
fill their pockets. We are all on different pages, reading different books. Actual phone 
conversations are used less and less. Person-to-person communication has even suffered.
Yes, there are upsides for sure, the instant connectivity with friends and loved ones 
over distances, the finding of likeminded folks to share fun times with, in real life 
or virtual. I’m not sure how the pandemic would have played out without Zoom, for 
instance. Facebook has given me great joy even if it does make me burn the oatmeal 
in the morning on occasion. But in terms of organizing for social justice, with all the 
potential to bring people together, it gets complicated. 
In the ’50s the government launched COINTELPRO to disrupt organizations. Now, 
intentionally or not, we can disrupt ourselves with intolerant call out culture. We 
can be in parallel factions rather than unifying. And even more important, we’re so 
freakin’ distracted that we don’t care to or can’t see how to participate in making the 
world a better place. Tools exist to be used, but we must be aware that some of these 
tools were designed to use US, and we need to try and use them better as we come to 
grips with rising authoritarian rollback of our hard fought rights and freedoms. Do 
what you can. Silence is complicity. D
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From the publisher ...
   Communication breakdown
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by Melissa Hawthorne, ACLC Co-Chair
and Bobby Mermer, PhD, ACLC Coordinator

University towns face unique challenges when it comes to 
maintaining affordable housing. As student populations grow 
without adequate campus support, housing stress is placed on 
the surrounding communities. Rental units are built to cater 
exclusively to undergraduate students, and end up sitting largely 
vacant, while wealthier undergraduates gobble up single-family 
homes, displacing the locals. 
With 29% of Alachua county residents now categorized as low-
income (making less than 60% of the area median income) 
or cost-burdened (paying more than 30% of total income 
on housing), it is easy to see that Alachua county is facing a 
workforce housing crisis: nearly one third of the population is 
struggling to afford housing in the county where they work. 
To put the housing crisis further into perspective, a 2022 report 
from the Florida Housing Finance Corporation shows that rents 
have risen dramatically in the past year. “Apartment List estimated 
a median rent of $1,779 per month in Florida for March 2022. This 
amounts to an increase of $400, or 29 percent, over the previous 
year, compared to historic increases of 2-4 percent annually.”
With trends such as these, it is no surprise the county has been 
courting solutions. One such recent proposal, Dogwood Village, 
involved a 15 million dollar federal grant and a non-profit 
affordable housing developer, Ability Housing. The County first 
convinced the Florida Housing Finance Corporation to set aside 
a separate pot of federal workforce housing grants (technically 
LIHTC funds) for small and medium-sized counties like ours. 
The County then requested proposals from housing developers 
ahead of applying for a grant from this new category of funding. 
Ability Housing submitted the winning proposal to develop a 
vacant lot near SE 15th St and SE 8th Ave. The County and 
Ability then submitted the proposal to the Florida Housing 
Finance Corporation, who awarded a $15 million grant for the 
project – the very first of its kind. But there is one thing the county 
did not do. Although a contract to move forward with Dogwood 
Village was signed without dissent in August 2022, the county 
had failed to adequately involve community stakeholders in this 
process from the start, which proved fatal to the project. 
It was only as recently as October 2022 that the ACLC learned of 
the Dogwood Village project when a presentation on the status 
of the development suddenly appeared on a county commission 
meeting agenda.  And the community itself (especially residents 
of Azalea Trails and nearby neighborhoods) opposed the 
development, citing issues such as 86% of affordable housing 
projects in the county already being situated east of Main Street.
Residents expressed concern that “stacking” another “low income” 

Dogwood Village: Steps forward and back
for workforce housing, lessons learned 

housing development east of Main Street would only perpetuate 
a racist history of concentrating poverty in their neighborhoods. 
Commissioner Desmon Duncan Walker argued that affordable 
housing needs to be placed in resource rich areas. Ultimately, 
in December 2022, a 3-2 vote reversed the County’s initial 
approval for this project in favor of backing out of the contract 
with Ability. This decision was affirmed by the Commission 
in January 2023. Better communication from the County from 
the beginning of the process could have resulted in far better 
outcomes and use of all stakeholders’ energy. The merits of the 
project were not well communicated to the public. 
For example, the community perception of Dogwood Village 
was that it would be a low-income housing development, but in 
reality it would have housed a range of incomes, providing fair 
rates of workforce housing to a single mom with 2 kids making 
$44,000, or to a family of four making $49,000 (up to 60% of 
AMI). These are professional salaries, representing occupations 
of much needed community members such as teachers, nurses, 
tech support, therapists, paraprofessionals, childcare workers, 
custodians, managers. 
The developer was willing to engage in community benefits 
agreement, offering solutions to address specific neighborhood 
concerns such as providing on-site security, or even an on-site 
day-care and after-school care facility for residents. And far too 
late, at the meeting where the final vote was made to scrap the 
project, commissioners made a motion to include first-right of 
refusal to buy the property after the term of the contract, so that 
it could never be bought by slumlord investors and allowed to 
devalue the neighboring communities (a la Kennedy Homes). 
Communication could have also been much better among 
stakeholders. The ACLC attended meetings to vocalize support 
for relocating the site away from the east side location. But 
ultimately the ACLC’s commitment to economic justice for 
working people and the fear of losing a specially constructed 
$15 million grant for much needed workforce housing caused 
the ACLC to propose moving forward with the project rather 
than backing out of the existing contract. This could potentially 
result in ongoing litigation for damages and fines, which could 
stall future workforce housing projects in the county for an 
indefinite period of time, as well as put future funding through 
grant awards at risk. However, there was no communication 
between ACLC and Southeast Gainesville community groups; 
ACLC leadership recognizes this was a mistake. 
Lessons learned are that community problems require community 
solutions, and full community engagement is required for success.
The County must prioritize communication and publicity about 
community projects from the very beginning in order to suc-
ceed. And other stakeholder groups must also communicate bet-
ter to educate one other about needs and goals. If all stakeholder 
groups had done so, they could have coalesced a single unified 
message: our county very desperately needs workforce housing, 
but not in this particular location. Working together could have 
achieved a different outcome. And you can count on the ACLC 
doing better next time.

- Data from The Shimberg Center at UF D
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Professor Clay Calvert, UF Professor 
of Law Emeritus & Brechner Eminent 
Scholar Emeritus, will speak at the 
Florida Free Speech Forum at the Aloft 
Hotel, 3743 Hull Road (behind the Hilton 
UF Conference Center) in Gainesville at 
noon on Monday, March 13, 2023. 

He will speak on “Student Speech Rights 
and Social Media: The Case of the 
Cursing Cheerleader.”

Calvert is lead author of the undergraduate 
media law textbook, Mass Media Law, and 
is the author of Voyeur Nation: Media, 
Privacy, and Peering in Modern Culture	

Professor to talk on student speech 
rights at Florida Free Speech forum

To attend register at: 
floridafreespeechforum.org

You may register to have the lunch 
preceding the talk (at 11:30 for $20) or 
just attend the talk at noon at no cost.

Looking ahead tow next month’s forum 
on Monday, April 10, each year the 
April forum features the winner of 
UF’s Brechner Center for Freedom of 
Information annual award. 

The winner will be announced at the 
end of March and will be featured on 
the website. D

“All human beings are 
descendants of tribal people who 
were spiritually alive, intimately 
in love with the natural world, 
children of Mother Earth. When 
we were tribal people, we knew 
who we were, we knew where we 
were, and we knew our purpose. 
This sacred perception of reality 
remains alive and well in our 
genetic memory. We carry it inside 
of us, usually in a dusty box in the 
mind’s attic, but it is accessible.”

- John Trudell
John Trudell was a poet and fighter for 
Native American rights	 Learn more 
about his work and incredible life at 
johntrudell	com	 D
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The Gainesville Free Grocery Store is a mutual aid project hosted 
by the Civic Media Center.  
We aim to provide healthy and accessible food to our community 
and to support food justice in the greater Gainesville area.

    For more info:  Facebook: freegrocerystore 
  Web: www.facebook.com/GNVFGS
  Email: fgsgnv@gmail.com
  Leave message at: 352-388-1586 

435 S. Main St.
Mon-Fri 9-8         Weekends 10-6  
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by Verlyn Jipson
A breath of fresh air is here, at Rum 138 we are proud to serve 
as a cornerstone of the community, providing access to the Santa 
Fe River and its diverse crystal clear springs. At 72 degrees year-
round, they’re sure to help you beat the heat. 
Natural wonders of the world, these freshwater springs have 
a rich history. Believed to be what inspired the myth of the 
Fountain of Youth, springwater can often be several hundred 
if not thousands of years old. Naturally filtered, containing 
beneficial minerals, it’s easy to see why our ancestors considered 
them to have innate healing properties. Cold water baths have 
been shown to regulate the immune system, ease inflammation, 
provide pain relief, and promote healthy brain function, as well 
as numerous other health benefits.
Why Rum 138?
Have you wondered what’s in that bright yellow building on the 
way to Rum Island spring? 
Rum 138 is a center for springs enthusiasts. Here you have the 
opportunity to rent, purchase or shuttle paddling equipment for 
recreational enjoyment or for fishing. A multi-tiered business model 
which emphasizes creative culture, music, documentary films, fine 
art, environmental activism and education. Inside is a rotational 
springs art gallery, a John Moran gallery, as well as jewelry. 
Rum 138 is also a hub of environmentalism, working closely 
with Our Santa Fe River who is housed onsight, we provide 
opportunities to be involved and make an impact. Keep an 
eye out for our events or book our venue for one. Outside, this 
outfitter services group outings, river cleanups and community 
driven fundraisers, we also have live music events and even 
music festivals. 
The Our Santa Fe River Riverfest is March 26, 1pm until 8pm. 
Tickets are $10.
Find Rum 138 online or at the springs and see why we have 
such a pristine and crystal clear reputation nestled in this springs 
heartland. More information at: www.rum138.com. D

Summer is near, 
springs are clear
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by Save UF Grad Housing
Despite three years of complaints 
from students, faculty, and alumni, 

the University 
of Florida is 
continuing to move 
forward with its 
plans to close and 
demolish 44 brick 
buildings and 
hundreds of trees 
encompassing the 
entirety of Maguire 

Still time, but not much, to save UF grad housing
Village and University Village South 
(UVS) along SW 34th St. 
This tragedy has been compounded by 
the UF Housing Department’s lack of 
transparency and respect for the students 
living there (who are scheduled to be 
evicted at the end of this semester), 
which includes not providing documents, 
lying to committees, and disrespecting 
students’ rights. 
The current population of those left at the 
village has been reduced to just a couple 
dozen, leaving over 300 beautiful, usable 
apartments left to languish while over 800 
students remain on the waitlist for this 
sought-after graduate housing. 
Indeed, UF’s own studies show that 
Maguire Village and UVS are the highest-
rated places to live at UF (undergrad 
dorms included), and furthermore are a 
unique treasure considering almost no 
other school in Florida has a place quite 
like it dedicated to graduate students and 
their families.
As former Director of International Stu-
dent Services at UF, Debra Anderson 
recently wrote in a letter, “Removing 
graduate housing communities that have 
functioned to serve as homes away from 
home, in an environmentally inviting 

space, and convenient to campus, for over 
50+ years and largely consisting of 70% 
international graduate students, which 
served as a reprieve and interactive space 
for students/families, seems short-sight-
ed, at the least.” 
We are hoping more letters like this to 
UF, along with group support including 
Student Government and Faculty Senate 
Resolutions, can help change UF’s mind 
before it is too late.
What can you do to help? 
1) Sign and share our Petition to 
immediately reopen Maguire Village and 
UVS, found here: 
www. change.org/saveufgradhousing
2) Contact UF’s Board of Trustees and 
your local state representatives and ask 
them to reverse the decision to destroy 
these historic places.  
3) Consider volunteering with the campaign 
— we are in need of organizers, graphic art-
ists, social media liaisons, researchers, and 
any other help you can provide. 
Simply email: 
SaveUFGradHousing@gmail.com 
or visit our website at:
www.saveufgradhousing.com 
to volunteer or learn more. Thank you! D

SCAN ME

DRIVE THRU & CALL-INS
407 NW 13th St.

9am-10pm
Breakfast til 11, 11:30 weekends 

5011 NW 34th St.
8am-10pm

Breakfast til 11, 11:30 weekends 

WE ARE GAINESVILLE’S COMMUNITY RADIO STATION

Streaming now at 

WGOT.org

INFORMATIVO PACIFICA
MON-FRI: 6 AM

THOM HARTMANN
MON - FRI: 7 AM

DEMOCRACY NOW!
AMY GOODMAN

MON - FRI: 8 AM and 1 PM

GREAT SHOWS BY:
FRED SOWDER 
BILL PERRY 
H.R. GERTNER 
DOUG CLIFFORD
DEBI
D.J. CRAMELA 
MARKUS ALEXANDER
SACHA PANIC
KEN STEARNS 
CHUCK D. (from Public Enemy)

RALPH NADER
DAVID BARSAMIAN
and others!

PROGRESSIVE TALK 5-10 AM AND 1-3 PM WEEKDAYS

NEW!
SUNDAY MORNING JAZZ:

8-10 AM

INDIE & OLDER ROCK, AMERICANA, ELECTRONIC, PUNK, SKA, TALK AND MORE!
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NEW HOURS:
TUES-FRI 8-6
SATURDAY 8-4
SUN & MON 
CLOSED

Deadline for Application, April 28
Gainesville Veterans for Peace Chapter 14 is excited to announce 
our 9th annual Peace Scholarship Program for the spring of 
2023. We are awarding three college scholarships of $1,500 
each for high school seniors, college students or adults with a 
commitment to activities including: social justice and peace, 
coalition building, Black Lives Matter, conflict resolution and/
or nonviolent social change. 
Veterans for Peace created these scholarships to give financial 
support to students in Alachua County, Florida, who are planning 
careers in pursuit of a world of social justice and equality.
The majority of Veterans for Peace scholarships awarded thus 
far have went to first-generation college students as well as to 
community college students. Students enrolled in vocational, 
apprenticeship and career training programs are eligible to apply. 
Santa Fe College student Doug Bernal, a recipient of a 2016 
Peace Scholarship, is an Iraq War veteran who explains the 
economic challenges facing student veterans: “Like many 
newly separated veterans, I struggled financially for quite some 
time after leaving the service. Unsure of where I wanted to go 
in life and lacking the confidence to pursue higher education, 
I found myself taking on more debt as time went on. When I 
finally decided to pursue school, it was difficult to purchase 
books and pay bills while waiting for my GI Bill benefits to 
come through. I didn’t initially have the grades for financial aid, 
so the VFP scholarship was instrumental in getting me the books 
I so desperately needed and putting me on a path to a successful 
college experience.”
Please help Gainesville Veterans for Peace spread the word 
about this scholarship program!
To be eligible to apply for the Peace Scholarship, the applicant 
must be: 
1) a resident of Alachua County
2) either a high school senior planning to enroll in full-time 
undergraduate study at an accredited two- or four-year college, 

For Alachua County Students:
Veterans for Peace 9th Annual College Scholarship Program

university or vocational-technical school or apprenticeship 
program in the United States for the 2022-2023 academic year
Or: 2) a student currently enrolled in one of these programs and 
in good standing
Or: 3) an adult student enrolling in higher education who needs 
financial assistance.
Peace Scholarship applicants will also be asked to provide a 
brief personal statement and evidence of leadership and/or 
personal initiative in activities in an organization (including 
volunteer or paid work) relating to peace and social justice, 
conflict resolution and/or nonviolent social change. Applicants 
will also need to provide two letters of recommendation. 
The application (PDF file) must be downloaded from the 
Gainesville Veterans for Peace website, printed out, completed 
and postal mailed to:

Paul Ortiz
C/O Veterans for Peace Scholarship Program
2115 NW 7th Lane
Gainesville, Florida 32603

The postmarked deadline for the scholarship application is April 28.
Peace Scholarship recipients will be announced during the first 
week of May. For questions about the Peace Scholarship, contact 
Paul Ortiz at: ortizprof@gmail.com or 831-334-0131.
The full announcement and instructions for applying, as well as 
information on past scholarship recipients, can be found on our 
web site: vfpgainesville.org/. D
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by Allan Frasheri, Vice Chair, UF YDSA 
The old world is dying … 
It isn’t a secret that capitalism is in decay. After 40 years of 
neoliberalism, income and wealth inequality is at the highest 
point it has ever been in the post-war era. 
With the top 1% owning more wealth than the bottom 90% and 
close to 20% of the US’s total national income accruing to the 
top 1%, we have reached the same levels of inequality which 
existed during the Gilded Age. 
Additionally, with real wages remaining mostly stagnant as 
productivity has more than doubled, almost all of the economic 
growth generated in the past 40 years have been captured by the 
capital-owning class. 
Through corporate lobbying and Super PACs, the ruling class has 
been able to translate this newly acquired wealth into political 
influence. Due to this, public opinion now has a completely 
insignificant effect on policy. 
Corporate political influence is then translated back into wealth 
via tax cuts, deregulation, and weakend labor law, resulting in a 
positive feedback loop of wealth inequality and concentration of 
political power. There’s no end in sight for this rising inequality 
and the pandemic only exacerbated it. 
While generating immense profits in the short term for those 
who run the system, capitalism is destroying our planet as 
we know it. The window of time we have left to avoid the 
most severe effects of Global Warming is quickly closing in 

Gainesville needs a home for Socialists: 
A call for a Gainesville DSA chapter

without any sign of the sudden and radical changes we need 
to save our planet. 
On top of this, far-right populist politicians, like our governor, are 
using social distrust and economic frustration to their advantage 
through the age-old tactic of redirecting the object of anger from 
those who run our system to marginalized communities. 
Unfortunately, the Democratic Party establishment is too 
committed to the current capitalist system and too focused on 
assuring donors of their moderateness to be an effective force to 
stop the far-right threat. 
To stop the far-right, save our planet, and move towards a more 
equitable and just world, the working-class ultimately needs a 
movement of our own. 
And a new world struggles to be born … 
While we are in a difficult predicament, we have reason to remain 
hopeful: the Left is stronger and larger than it has been in over 
80 years. More than half of people over 40 view socialism more 
favorably than capitalism and millions of Americans voted for 
an open socialist running for presidential nomination, something 
unimaginable only ten years ago. 
Before Bernie’s campaign in 2016, the Democratic Socialists 
of America (DSA) had 6,000 members. Now the DSA has 
around 100,000 members spread across 200 chapters in all 50 
states and hundreds of members elected to seats in local, state, 
and federal levels. 
Some of the strength of the DSA can be attributed to its “Big 
Tent” nature which allows it to bring socialists from all over the 
left, from Social Democrats to Marxists and Anarchists, together 
to work on a multitude of campaigns: labor organizing drives, 
electoral races, mutual aid, direct action, etc. 
Other DSA chapters in our state, from Polk County to Tallahassee 
and Miami, have been effectively organizing to build working-
class power in Florida. Two years ago, Pinellas DSA launched 
and won a campaign to elect the first openly socialist official 
in Florida in over 100 years, Richie Floyd, to St. Petersburg 
City Council. Currently, they are waging a campaign for social 
(community financed and owned) housing and for the right of 
tenants to legal representation when facing eviction. 
Gainesville is one of the most progressive cities in the state and 
a Gainesville DSA can not only replicate but also exceed the 
successes of other chapters in Florida.
A group of activists, labor organizers, students and community 
members are coming together to form the Gainesville DSA 
Organizing Committee in order to build a successful chapter 
in our city. As previously mentioned, the DSA is a big tent 
organization, a home for all communities on the left. 
The YDSA is the youth section of the DSA, with chapters on 
college campuses and high schools. To join the fight and get 
involved, please fill out our form at actionnetwork.org/forms/
gainesville-dsa-interest-form or email us at GainesvilleDSA@
gmail.com. 
We hope to see you a future meeting. A better world (and a better 
Gainesville) is possible! D
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And the good news is ...

EU proposes ban on toxic ‘forever chemicals’
You can find PFAS in penguins in the Antarctic, in polar bears in the Arctic, even in rain water in Tibet

This is a condensed version of an article 
by Kevin Spear published in The Florida 
Phoenix  on Feb	 17	 See the full article at 
tinyurl	com/Iguana1570

Florida environment groups celebrate court ruling that state springs protections are lax
The ruling is a huge win for Florida’s springs and its manatees
Advocates for protecting Florida’s im-
periled springs are celebrating a major 
victory with a court of appeal ruling this 
week that state rules are inadequate when 
it comes to keeping pollution out of aqui-
fer waters that emerge at Wekiwa, Silver 
and hundreds of springs in the state.

A coalition of wildlife, environment 
and springs champions said Friday the 
court’s decision revealed the state’s 
springs strategy as protective of pol-
luters and unable to revive and protect 
springs even if the state was entirely suc-
cessful in its approach. 

“The ruling is a huge win for Florida’s 
springs and its manatees,” said Kim Din-
kins, from the Save the Manatee Club.

Feds award near $10 million to fund mental heath services in Florida school districts
Increase seen of poor mental health and risks of suicide among teens

This is a condensed version of an article by 
Danielle J Brown published in The Orlando 
Sentinel on Feb	 17	 See the full article at 
tinyurl	com/Iguana1569

As new data show a troubling increase 
in poor mental health and risk of suicide 
in teens, the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion has announced millions in grants for 
seven Florida school districts as part of 
a five-year plan to invest $1 billion into 
mental health services.

The grant money is part the federal Bi-
partisan Safer Communities Act, which 
President Joe Biden signed in June. Local 
or state education agencies had to apply 
for the grant funds.
Seven Florida counties will receive be-
tween $500,000 and $3 million toward 

hiring mental health professionals from 
what’s called the School-Based Mental 
Health Services Grant.

Florida police chiefs: We do not support what happened to Tyre Nichols
The Memphis police behavior was described as “heinous, reckless, and inhumane” 
Florida’s police chiefs have denounced 
the actions by Memphis, Tenn., police 
officers that resulted in the death of Tyre 
Nichols following a traffic stop on Jan. 7.
“Based on what we know, the actions and 
conduct of the officers involved were not in 
keeping with the high standards of conduct 

demanded by our profession,” Keith Touch-
berry, chief of police in Fellsmere, located 
in Indian River County, and president of the 
Florida Police Chiefs Association, said in a 
written statement.
“We do know that the actions of these of-
ficers on that day are not representative 

of the true character and professionalism 
of the overwhelming majority of the dedi-
cated law enforcement professionals.”
This is a condensed version of an article by 
Michael Moline published in Florida Phoenix 
on Jan	 27	 See the full article at tinyurl	com/
Iguana1568

The writing is on the wall for fossil fuels: Activist investors sue Shell board 
The shift to a low-carbon economy is not just inevitable, it’s already happening
A group of activist investors sued Shell's 
board of directors for failing to "deliver 
the reduction in emissions that is needed 
to keep global climate goals within reach."
ClientEarth, an environmental law char-
ity and institutional investor in Shell, de-
scribed the case as the first time a com-
pany board is facing a shareholder lawsuit 

for inadequately preparing to transition 
away from fossil fuels.
"Shell may be making record profits now 
due to the turmoil of the global energy mar-
ket, but the writing is on the wall for fossil 
fuels long term," Paul Benson, a senior law-
yer at ClientEarth, said. 
By failing to sufficiently manage climate 

risks and implement “an energy transition 
strategy that aligns with the Paris Agree-
ment,” Shell is flouting its legal obliga-
tions, the lawsuit contends.

This is a condensed version of an article by 
Jake Johnson published in Common Dreams 
on Feb	 9	 See the full article at tinyurl	com/
Iguana1567

The toxic materials known as “forever 
chemicals” because of their ability to 
build up in the environment, wildlife, and 
humans could be on their way out in the 
European Union, after officials began con-
sidering a ban on more than 10,000 chemi-
cal substances in the PFAS family.
Representatives from European countries 
have been collaborating on the proposal, and 
said in a statement that the ban will “make 
products and processes safer for humans.”

Per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances are 
used in tens of thousands of everyday 
products including non-stick pans, rain-
coats, textiles, and cars.
PFAS have been linked to a variety of ill-
nesses including kidney and testicular can-
cer, thyroid issues, and immune problems. 
Since the chemicals do not decompose 
due to strong bonds between carbon and 
fluorine atoms, they have been detected 
in human breast milk samples.

A study released last month by Duke Uni-
versity and the Environmental Working 
Group found that eating just one fresh-
water fish in the U.S. exposes a person 
to the same amount of PFAS as drinking 
contaminated water for a month.

This is a condensed version of an article by 
Julia Conley published in Common Dreams 
on Feb	 7	 See the full article at tinyurl	com/
Iguana1566 D
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by Satchel Raye
After spending most 
of my adult life 
wanting to open a 
pizza place, I inher-

ited my grandparents’ Gainesville house in 
2001 and was able to use the house as col-
lateral to get a loan from the bank to open 

Twenty years of Satchel’s pizza

One of the smartest daily reads out there. Great analysis and 
observations from a historian. No BS, no hype. Read it. 
heathercoxrichardson.substack.com

It’s all about the music,
& all for the community

https://wmbt901.com/listen-live/

New Station, 
Great Tunes.  

the pizzeria I always dreamed of. On 
March 7, 2003, I opened Satchel’s Pizza 
in an attempt to find a way to make a liv-
ing doing something I truly loved, mak-
ing art and pizza.
Satchel’s Pizza was intended to be an off-
the-beaten-path “pizza joint” with a little 
flair and good pies. People seemed to really 
like the place and word of mouth spread fast 
in this small town. I always just wanted to 
be an artist. In my 20s I spent a lot of time 
wondering how I could make a living being 
an artist without going the formal “gallery 
and agent” route. 
Satchel’s has allowed me to accomplish so 
many things I love. Besides making art and 
pizzas, I am interested in creating good jobs 
and a community gathering place. I love 
being able to give back to the community 
through grants and showcase live music 
nightly and new visual artists monthly. 
I owe my success to my family and my 
staff. I am impressed every day by my 
staff and the hard work they put in to 
make Satchel’s successful. There is no 
Satchel’s without them and the part each 
of them plays in the orchestra. 
Two decades is a long time to stick with 
anything: a marriage, a restaurant, or 
even just a hobby. I am proud of how far 
we’ve come and proud to be involved in 
the Gainesville community. We are here 
because of the customers, and we will 
continue to be here as you all continue to 
support us. Thank you. D

Letters from an American

MONDAY thru FRIDAY 
8 AM and 1 PM

WGOT.org / WGOT 100.1 FM
Gainesville’s Community Radio
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•  36 activities to celebrate Women’s History Month
 by Kamrin Baker | GoodGoodGood | Feb. 14 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1533
 March is Women’s History Month, an annual celebration that recognizes and celebrates the contributions of women. 

Throughout history, women have been erased and excluded, and women of color, transgender women, and queer women have 
been subjected to more harmful oppression than their white cisgender sisters. Women’s History Month is a time to confront 
the ongoing injustices that plague women and a time to celebrate and rejoice in women’s shared humanity.

•  An activist group is spreading misinformation to stop solar projects in rural America
 by Miranda Green and Michael Copley  | KTEP | Feb. 18 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1532
 A rancher was intrigued by an energy company’s offer to lease his land for a solar plant, however soon after he received the 

offer, organized opposition with connections to fossil fuel worked to ban big solar plants from being built in the area.

•  Capitalism, Feminism, and Reproductive Control (video)
 moderated by Annie McGrew | IAFFE | tinyurl.com/Iguana1531
 The third event in the Feminist Economics of Global Reproductive Justice series will interrogate the relationship between 

capitalism and reproductive justice, focusing on incentives for reproductive control. Panelists are Jenny Brown from Labor 
Notes, Mytheli Sreenivas from Ohio State University, and Sarah Mellors Rodriguez from Missouri State University. 

•  Haymarket Books will provide free black history e-books to Florida students
 by Chris Walker | Truthout | Feb. 7 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1560
 Books are “dangerous to those in power ... that’s why we publish them,” Haymarket Books said in a press release.

•  Nearly 1,000 migrant children separated from families under Trump still not reunited
 by Julia Conley | Common Dreams | Feb. 3 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1534 
 This cruelty happened nearly five years ago. That’s an unimaginably long time for children to go without their parents.

•  Parents raise concerns as Florida bans gender-affirming car for trans kids
 by Melissa Block | NPR | Feb. 20 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1559 
 Under new rules passed by Florida’s medical boards, it’s unclear whether trans children will be able to receive treatment.

•  Rail unions warned us: Greed is dangerous
 by Rebekah Entralgo | CounterPunch | Feb. 21 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1561
 The toxic clouds that billowed up from a derailed freight train in Ohio earlier this month are a chilling metaphor for the toxic 

greed that has infected so many of our big corporations.

•  Remembering Victor Navasky, the unflappable ringmaster of The Nation: The impish editor 
inspired a generation of journalists

 by David Corn | Mother Jones | Jan. 26 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1525
 Victor Navasky, 90, who died Jan. 23, took over the editorship of The Nation in 1978 and revived the once mighty publication 

on the verge of financial liquidation and irrelevance. He described his job as overseeing an outlet in which liberals and 
radicals could duke it out, and saw The Nation as the guardian of both progressive journalism and intense political debate on 
the weighty topics of the day

•  The Villages vendetta: How a grassroots revolt in the iconic retirement community ended with a 
72-year-old political prisoner

 by Ryan Grim | The Intercept | Feb. 5 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1530
The Villages, the famous giant retirement complex south of Ocala, is under the firm political control of the developers who 
created it. The Intercept offers a deep dive into what happened when residents tried to take their county back.

•  ‘Unsung hero’: the baker and activist whose death inspired cals for restorative justice
 by Sam Levin | The Guardian | Feb. 18 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1535
 After Jen Angel’s shocking death, loved ones honor her legacy of punk zines, gourmet dinner nights 

and social justice projects.

•  WikiLeaks exposed the extent of US meddling abroad and corruption at home. 
Why have we forgotten it?

 by Chris Hedges | The Real News Network | Feb. 3 | tinyurl.com/Iguana1515  
 From backroom deals between Hillary Clinton and Goldman Sachs to U.S. covert operations in Haiti, 

Tunisia, Italy and beyond, WikiLeaks revealed the dark underbelly of US power. The revelations from 
WikiLeaks about the extent of U.S. surveillance, espionage, extrajudicial killing, and corruption have 
rippled across the world. Within the U.S., however, they are often downplayed or outright ignored. D

Editors’ picks: News that didn’t fit
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The Repurpose Project has opened as second location 
featuring used furniture, appliances, cabinets, and more	
Reuse Planet • 1540 NE Waldo Road, Gainesville
• Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10am-6pm, Sunday noon-5pm, Monday closed
• reuseplanet.org  •  352-647-5112
Repurpose Project • 1920 NE 23rd Avenue, Gainesville
• Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10am-6pm, Sunday noon-5pm, Monday closed
• repurposeproject.org  •  352-363-8902

Third House Books
Gainesville’s Independent 

Bookstore 
400 NW 10th Avenue 

HOURS: Tues-Sat, noon-7pm
closed Sun & Mon

thirdhousebooks.indielite.org

Saturday, March 25, 4pm - FREE
Author and journalist Bob Kealinhg 
will discuss his newest book “Good 
Day Sunshine State on Saturday, 
March 25 at 4pm at the Matheson 
History Museum, 513 East University 
Ave. in Gainesville. The event will 
also be live streamed and can be 
watched via Zoom. 
Kealing will take the audience through 
the momentous two weeks the Beatles 
spent in 1964 Florida: Miami Beach, 
Key West and Jacksonville. 

Good Day Sunshine State
The Beatles in 1964 Florida 

His lecture will include their seismic 
influence on a fraternity of future Rock 
and Roll luminaries in and around 
Gainesville: Tom Petty, Tom Leadon, 
Bernie Leadon, Don Felder, Ronnie 
Van Zant and others. 
Kealing previewed his book in October 
at Tom Petty Weekend. It includes 
more than thirty new primary-source 
interviews and access to Beatle letters, 
artwork and historic documents from 
the Hard Rock Collection and the 
Flagler College Digital Civil Rights 
Collection. 
Bob Kealing is a six-time, Emmy 
Award-winning retired broadcast jour-
nalist, and two-time recipient of the 
Edward R. Murrow Award. He has 
co-founded four Florida Heritage sites 
in honor of: Jack Kerouac, the Allman 
Brothers Band, Lynyrd Skynyrd, and 
Gram Parsons. This is his fifth book. 
The event is sponsored in part by Visit 
Gainesville/Alachua County, Fla. and 
by the Department of State, Division of 
Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council of 
the Arts and Culture, and the State of 
Florida.
Free Registration and information 
about the event is at: tinyurl.com/
Iguana1557
Zoom Registration is at: tinyurl.com/
Iguana1558 D

Hey, Readers!
The Gainesville Iguana has 
a PayPal account, and we’re 
accepting donations through our 
website at:
GainesvilleIguana.org
Go to our home page and click on 
the “Donate with PayPal” link to 
support us via your PayPal account 
or credit card. 
We thank you very much!
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by National Farm Worker Ministry
On March 14, farm workers with the Co-
alition of Immokalee Workers (tinyurl.
com/Iguana1555) and their allies will 
embark on a 5-day march from the small, 
agricultural community of Pahokee, 
Fla., to the coastal city of Palm Beach to 
celebrate more than ten years of success 
with the Fair Food Program. 
The “Build A New World March” will 

March with farm workers in Florida, March 14-18
span over 40 miles under the hot Florida 
sun beginning in the fields and ending 
at the luxury store-lined streets where 
Wendy’s board chair lives.
Marchers will be calling on retail food 
giants Wendy’s, Publix, and Kroger to 
join the Fair Food Program — a human 
rights initiative that many of their 
competitors joined over a decade ago — 
and do their part to help expand the FFP’s 
gold standard protections to farm workers 
on their suppliers’ farms. 
The final day, March 18, will culminate 
in a rally at Lake Drive Park in Palm 
Beach beginning at 10:30am followed 
by a 2-mile march in Palm Beach. Over 
50 farm workers and allies are expected 
to take part in the entire five-day march, 
with hundreds more joining for the final 
2-mile stretch and rally. 
The march and final-day rally will be 
open to the public and all those who 
support freedom for farm workers are 
encouraged to participate in this peaceful 
protest. Please register to join in this 
monumental march <shorturl.at/jDHL0> 
to build a new world of freedom for all 
farm workers.
Can’t make it to the march? No worries, you 
can support farm workers from wherever 
you are located. We are collecting letters 
and messages of inspiration to share with 
farm workers as they march each day. 
Please send your letters (mailed or 

emailed) to jtaylor@nfwm.org by March 
10. If you want to send a letter through 
regular mail, send it to: P.O. Box 16045, 
Raleigh, NC 27605 so it will arrive by 
March 10. Include your name and city/
state so we can let the farm workers know 
how widespread the messages are.
We also are encouraging allies of farm 
workers, even if you have done this 
before, to deliver a letter (sample letter 
at: tinyurl.com/Iguana1556) to their local 
Wendy’s store manager. When you deliver 
the letter, please let us know by emailing 
us at jtaylor@nfwm.org and be sure to 
give us the location of that Wendy’s. 
Or, you can take a photo or video of you 
at Wendy’s and post it on your preferred 
social media platform — just make sure 
to tag us in your post. We want to be able 
to cover as many Wendy’s as we can in 
the two weeks prior to the march. 
Let’s let Wendy’s know that we’re still 
here and we’re not going away until 
they sign the fair food agreement! 
Here’s a message you can use: I’m joining 
@nfwministry in boycotting @Wendys 
until the final fast food holdout joins @
FairFoodProgram! 
<bit.ly/boycott-wendys 
#BoycottWendys”> D

Represent 
Gainesville 

at the march
A carpool from Gainesville is 
heading to Palm Beach for the final 
day of the March for Farmworker 
Freedom.
On March 18, meet at the UF West 
parking garage at 6am. 
The carpool will leave by 6:15 and 
arrive around 10:30. 
For more info, contact Sheila Payne 
at: sheilapayne56@hotmail.com D

Want your article, ad, event or PSA 
in the next issue of the Iguana?  
Deadline is Wed., March 29
Submit events, content, and questions 
to: gainesvilleiguana@cox.net
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This month, we — Samuel Proctor Oral 
History Program (SPOHP) — present 
excerpts from an unusual interview on Jan	 
19, 2016, with Black poet Nikki Giovanni [G] 
and then PhD student, Randi Gil-Sader [S	 
Excerpts collected/edited by Donovan Carter	 

S: Okay, thank you so much for doing this 
interview, Dr	 Giovanni	 I read some of 
your other interviews, so I want to start 
off a bit differently	 I want to just start 
with a word association	 So I’ll say a 
word and you tell me first thing comes to 
mind	 All right: Tennessee	 
G: I was born in Tennessee. I’m a Knox-
villian by birth, and as we know, Eastern 
Tennessee was the difference in the Civil 
War, because middle Tennessee, Nash-
ville, went with the money. And of course 
Memphis, Western Tennessee, went with 
the South and if it hadn’t been for Knox-
ville and that area deciding that they were 
gonna stay with the Union, we would have 
had a different outcome for the Civil War. 
S: All right	 Next word: poetry	 
G: I write poetry and I enjoy it, and I 
encourage other people to do it. I try to 
teach, not poetry, but strength in your 
own voice. I try to teach my students that 
what’s important is what you know and 
how you express it. 
S: Okay	 All right, Muhammad Ali	
G: Muhammad was a friend. I haven’t 
seen him lately. Both of us are getting 
old. Ali is maybe two years older than I 
am, but when the government stripped 
him of his title—he of course did poetry 
and Richard Fulton, who did some speak-
ing handling for Ali, asked me, because 
a lot of people were afraid of getting as-
sociated with Ali who was good looking, 
a sweet guy, and he asked me would I do 
it. Would I read poetry with him, would I 
travel with him, and I said “Yes.” 
S: Okay, Black	
G: I am and it’s a term — it’d be very 
seldom that you would hear me use the 
term African-American. The term that 
I traditionally use is, of course, “Black 
Americans,” because we are Americans, 
and we are Black, and we are the people, 

History and the People Who Make It: Nikki Giovanni
and I will speak about that this evening. 
Black Americans are the people who had 
to create themselves. So when we came 
to America, we had to make a decision: 
“Are we going to be Americans or not?” 
We are and, of course, color’s gonna come 
in. If we look at our fellow Americans, we 
look at German Americans and British 
Americans. Now we look at Caribbean 
Americans, and now actually we’re look-
ing at Africans who have become here but 
we didn’t have any place to go back to. 
When we were brought here, in slavery, 
but nonetheless when we were brought 
here, we knew that we had no place to go, 
so whatever we were gonna be we had to 
create ourselves, here. 
S: Okay	 Two more: Middle Passage
G: Middle Passage is the most incredible, 
incredible historical situation as you know 
and that is something that I talk about a lot 
because the fact that we could come from 
enslavement to what was going to be, as it 
was at that point, America and come with a 
sanity, learn a language, create a food, cre-
ate a music, create a people. 
Where would we be without Black Amer-
icans, it’s incredible, and middle passage 
is what I’ve been working on with NASA. 
And I’m so excited about that because I 
really really want NASA to send more 
Black people into space, and I want Black 
youngsters, not just — and I like scien-
tists, it’s not that, but we need the creative 
people to go into space and we need to 
put the energy into getting the kids just to 
go up to the space station and come back. 
They’re in good shape; go up and come 
back and see what it is that they see. 
I was disappointed, for example, in The 
Martian because I thought of all the 
things for a movie, and I think that they 
should remake it. What we need on Mars 
is a Black woman, and I was laughing 
yesterday: “We need a Black woman 
with some grits.” Or maybe a yam. But 
we need a Black woman because to have 
a White man up there who’s gonna grow 
potatoes is illogical.
S: See, that was my last word association: 
outer space	
G: I’m a big fan and I think that it’s so 
important that we get youngsters. We re-
ally have to get the inner city youngsters 
and, if I may, the Appalachian youngsters 
involved — the Appalachian whites are 
involved. If you look at who were our first 
astronauts, they’re all Appalachians, but 

we need to get our Black kids involved 
so that we can begin to envision space 
as where we are and how we create our-
selves, and how we get along with ... So 
we know that we need Black women to 
be a part of space because they get along 
with and find a way to love everything, 
because we found a way to love people 
here in America. 
S: 			 You wrote a poem called “Woman 
Poem” and you have a line where you say 
about Black women, you’re either a sexual 
object and you say “And no sex if you’re 
fat; Black women get back, be a mother, 
grandmother, something strong, something, 
but not a woman	” What inspired that par-
ticular line and that particular perspective? 
G: That’s just history. You start to look at 
the image of Black women, and she was a 
friend of mine, Lena Horne, and of course 
Lena is gonna be a beautiful woman; ev-
erybody’s gonna deal with that. But if 
you looked at Hattie McDaniel, she was 
gonna be — Hattie McDaniel, if I’m not 
mistaken, won the first Oscar [awarded to 
a Black]. And she was gonna be an ob-
ject, but she wasn’t gonna be a full human 
being. Nobody can see Hattie McDaniel 
falling in love. 
They saw her as “Mammy,” and I was re-
sponding to those images of us.
S: 			 I’ve seen other places where you’ve 
called yourself a “Futurist	” When 
you’ve talked about space and looking 
forward	 So I wanted to ask you that	 You 
also talked a lot about, in other inter-
views, your mother	 You said that, “We 
get poetry through our mothers	” Now 
what is a way that your mom or your 
grandmother or other female members 
have inspired the word? 
G: I think you pay attention to them. You 
see what they’re doing. And I’ve been very 
lucky because I learned to cook with my 
grandmother, but I cook with mommy, and 
I made beans the other day because it’s 
cold. And I just had this thing, I just want-
ed some northern beans and some jowl 
bacon, and it was so good. And I said to a 
friend, “But it wasn’t my mother’s beans.” 
And I cannot make my mother’s beans, be-
cause I don’t smoke and I think that a part 
of what she did — so there must have been 
something about smoking. 
I cooked with a lot of my friends, includ-
ing Maya. And Maya and I used to love 
— because Maya thought she was, well, 
Maya was a good cook. I was gonna say 
she thought she was a good cook, but she 



March 2023, Iguana, page 17www.GainesvilleiGuana.orG

was a good cook. But I thought I made bet-
ter lamb. I made a rack of lamb. I thought 
my lamb was better and Maya thought hers 
was better, and we had this argument. And 
I used to cook with Edna Lewis, who was 
also a great chef, so, knowing those people 
and watching how they do things, you’re 
watching poetry. And I mean, I enjoy it. I 
was just very lucky to know the people that 
I know and had a lot to do with my age 
and had a lot to do with the fact that when 
you meet people and you like them, you 
continue relationships. 
S: … you mentioned in another interview 
about how we celebrate Martin Luther 
King Day	 You’ve been a big proponent of 
Rosa Parks Day and why we need to cele-
brate her, so can you talk about that invest-
ment in her, what she represents? Because 
I know she was a friend to you also	 
G: She was a friend. Rosa was a friend. 
It’s not that I want to take Martin — 
I was just saying “Let’s not forget,” 
and we know we are going to have a 
woman on the twenty dollar bill. And 
so I’ve been a big fan and nobody lis-
tens to me, but I would love to have 
Rosa Parks on the twenty dollar bill. I 
just think it would make me work hard 
to get twenty dollars. 
S: It would! [Laughter] Can you tell 
us more about her personality and the 
time you spent with her? I think so much 
about her is relegated to that day on the 

bus, when in the last couple years you 
know she had a very robust life in activ-
ism in the communities	 So what was 
your relationship with her? 
G: You have to remember that Ms. Parks 
lived next door to E.  D. Nixon, who 
was the head [of the 1955 Montgomery 
bus boycott] — and she also was in the 
NAACP, and we have to recall that there 
was a rape in Alabama that she was sent 
up to investigate. Mrs. Parks was always 
involved, and so when people say she was 
just a tired old lady, they just don’t know 
what they were talking about. I happen to 
have just been privileged to have known 
Ms. Parks, and she’s wonderful. Nothing 
ever fazed her. She was always very calm 
no matter what was going on. She was not 
ever going to get upset about anything. I 
wish I was more like that you know... 
S: … One thing that I’m noticing just from 
the brief time talking to you is just your 
admiration of Black women across the 
board, and I wanna know: there’s a little 
phrase going around now, social media 
phrase, to describe Black women called 
“Black Girl Magic	”
G: Called what? 
S: Black Girl Magic	 So when Black 
women are doing good things or when 
Black women are excelling, you say it’s 
“Black Girl Magic	” What do you think 
about the phrase? 

G: Oh, I like that.
S: You like that?
G: Sure. Because when you ask about Mid-
dle Passage, but the one thing again that 
when we look at Middle Passage, we know 
that these people didn’t speak the same lan-
guage because they were from different — 
and we know as they’re coming across they 
had to find a way to talk and it had to be a 
Black woman that just started a song. It was 
a song and it had to be a Black woman that’s 
gonna bring that song to give us the way to 
talk. I’m a big fan of Black women. I mean 
how could you not be? 
My favorite part about this interview is 
how Ms	 Giovanni relates her poetry to her 
womanhood	 It is clear that she takes great 
pride in her Blackness, and the style, pain, 
and joy that comes from that	 This interview 
is from over five years ago, yet goes to show 
how timeless and priceless relationships are	 
If you enjoyed this interview, be sure to 
check out the entire transcript at tinyurl	com/
Iguana1554	  Remember to celebrate and 
honor Black History each and every day	
The Samuel Proctor Oral History Program 
believes that listening carefully to first-person 
narratives can change the way we understand 
history, from scholarly questions to public 
policy	 SPOHP needs the public’s help to 
sustain and build upon its research, teaching 
and service missions: even small donations 
can make a big difference in SPOHP’s ability 
to gather, preserve, and promote history for 
future generations	 D
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In memoriam: Rest in power 

by Shumaya Bautista Hardman
and Harrissa Coffee

Dr. Martha James Hardman, 87, known 
to her many friends as M.J., died peace-
fully on Monday, Jan. 30, at her home in 
Gainesville, Florida, after a long illness, 
with her family in attendance. She is pre-
deceased by her husband, Dr. Dimas Bau-
tista-Iturrizaga, and one son, Elston Dimas 
Paqawshu Guy Bautista-Hardman. She is 
survived by one daughter, Shumaya Mar-
tha Bautista-Hardman, and one son, Arthur 
H. Bautista-Hardman, four grandchildren, 
and two great-grandsons, many beloved 
nieces and nephews in different countries, 
and countless friends, colleagues, students, 
and readers, whom she has mentored and 
befriended over the years. 
M.J. was born Oct. 8, 1935, in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. She obtained her B.A. from the 
University of Utah in 1956, with a second 
B.A. obtained from the Universidad 
Nacional Mayor de San Marcos in Lima, 
Peru, in 1959. She obtained her M.A. at the 
University of New Mexico, in 1957, and 
her PhD from Stanford University in 1962. 
Her field work in Peru, recognized by 
Fullbright scholarship and lecture grants, 
resulted in the first written grammar for 

The woman right here said the words that put into motion what you are 
reading today.
I was new to Gainesville in 1977, and went to a meeting or two of the Humanist 
Society of Gainesville. MJ mentioned they needed someone to send out the 
HSG meeting announcements and asked if I would take it on. One postcard a 
month, yeah I can do that. But as time went on, the postcard turned into a letter 
to incorporate more information about other activities in town. 
Soon I was also setting up meetings for the group as well. Come the mid-1980s 
I was involved with Central America peace organizing. Jenny Brown and I 
merged the Humanist mailing list, our Central America list, and the Quakers 
list, which then,  in 1986, became the Gainesville Iguana, mailed out to 600 or 
so people.
Through that whole period until now, whether in contact or in later years 
not so much, she remained a very important person in my life. No nonsense, 
insightful, uncompromising. 
I knew her as a friend. Most knew her as a teacher, a mentor and a woman not 
to trifle with. I was talking to a student of hers once and I referred to her as 
Martha. She got a shocked look and gasped, “You call her Martha?” 
An amazing trailblazing woman: I was enriched by having her as a friend.

- Joe Courter D

M.J. Hardman, 1935-2023
the Jaqi language group spoken in Peru, 
Bolivia, and Chile, which includes Jaqaru, 
Aymara, and Kawki. Her grammar was 
recognized as an official alphabet by the 
nations of Peru and Bolivia. It is used in 
their schools for bilingual education and 
in public media publications. 
At the time of her field work, she met, col-
laborated with, and married a Jaqi native 
speaker, veterinarian microbiologist, Tu-
pino mayor, historian, and musician, Dr. 
Dimas Bautista-iturrizaga. 
M.J.’s long career encompassed Latin 
American studies, linguistics, and anthro-
pology at colleges and universities, and in 
communities in the United States, Peru, 
Bolivia, and Chile. She retired Professor 
Emeritus of Linguistics, Latin American 
Studies, and Anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Florida in 2010 (we think, it was 
hard to tell), but remained active in aca-
demic and other pursuits, giving lectures 
and interviews and writing. 
She published 24 books and 58 articles and 
was involved in 85 international lectures, 
workshops, and seminars. She has been 
recognized for her work in language and 
violence in women’s studies, and was also 
interested and involved in science fiction 

and its influence on culture. Her talent as a 
pianist helped support her in her youth, and 
gave her and her family and friends joy for 
many years. Her fabric art, done by crochet, 
was famous, and lucky family and friends 
have everything from Christmas ornaments 
to wall hangings and bedspreads. 
Until recent years, she participated, via 
cyberspace, in weekly gatherings of 
friends of long standing, united by the 
love of science fiction, science, art, good 
food and drink, and each other. We will 
miss her deep and generous intellect and 
her loving friendship and encouragement. 
She chose not to have a public funeral or 
memorial service. D

M.J. Hardman and the Gainesville IguanaLabor Notes
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WEEK OF FEB. 2 - MARCH 4
Sat 2/26 10am-5pm, “Posing Beauty in African American Culture” multimedia exhibit runs through 3/24, Harn Museum (3529 Hull Rd), free; harn.ufl.edu/posingbeauty
Wed 3/1 11am-4pm, “We’re Tired of Asking: Black Thursday and Civil Rights at UF” exhibit at Matheson Museum (513 E Univ Ave), Weds-Sats through 4/22
Wed 3/1 11am-4pm, “In the Shadows of Plantations: Enslaved Africans in Alachua County” exhibit at Cotton Club Museum & Cultural Center (837 SE 7th Ave), Weds, 

Thurs & Fris; cottonclubmuseum.com
Wed 3/1 11am-4pm, “Gullah Geechee Exhibit: African Connections and Cultural Traditions in America” exhibit at Cotton Club Museum & Cultural Center (837 SE 7th 

Ave), Weds, Thurs & Sats; cottonclubmuseum.com
Thur 3/2 2pm, “The Case Against Democracy: Moore v. Harper and the Threat of Electoral Mayhem” panel by League of Women Voters, Santa Fe College NW 

Campus, Room WA-108 (3000 NW 83rd St), free; tinyurl.com/Iguana1562
Fri 3/3 6pm: “Recognizing Lincoln High Alumni Triumphs”, Mr Carmel Baptist Church (2505 NE 8th Ave)
Fri 3/3 7-9pm, Singer-Songwriter Showcase, Bo Diddley Plaza (111 E University Ave), free
Fri 3/3 7-10pm, Holy Locust (N.O.), 3 other bands, Civic Media Center (433 S. Main St)
Sat 3/4 1pm: “Recognizing Lincoln High Alumni Triumphs”, Mr Carmel Baptist Church (2505 NE 8th Ave)
Sat 3/4 1pm, Tuck Tucker memorial concert, Rum 138 (2070 SW County Rd 138, Fort White); see p. 7

WEEK OF MARCH 5 - 11 
Sun 3/5 2pm, “Women Playing Hamlet” all-female comedy final performance, Actors’ Warehouse (2512 NE 1st Blvd); $25 regular, $20 seniors, $15 students
Sun 3/5 4pm, Courageous Young Voices poetry, Thomas Center (306 NE 6th Ave), free; heartwoodsoundstage.com/events/
Sun 3/5 7-12pm, Townes Fest (Townes Van Zant tribute), Heartwood Soundstage (619 S. Main St), free
Tues 3/7 4pm, “How Should We Interpret the Constitution?” talk at UF Library East  Room 100 (1545 W Univ Ave), free
Wed 3/8 4pm, “The Alchemy of Us” - Dr. Ainissa Ramirez talks on how 8 inventions changed culture and lives, UF Pugh Hall Ocora (296 Buckman Dr);, free
Fri 3/10 9am-1pm, “Veterans’ Resource Fair & Homeless Veteran Stand Down” benefits assistance, clothing, more; MLK Multipurpose Ctr (1028 NE 14th St); 352-

264-6740, kdavis@alachuacounty.us
Fri 3/10 8pm; “Native Gardens” comedy opens at The Hipp (25 SE 2nd Pl), runs through 3/26 at various times; $25-50; thehipp.org/native-gardens/
Sat 3/11 9am–3pm, N. Fla Outdoor Expo: outdoor gear vendors plus education, nature walks, Fla history, food trucks, UF Austin Cary Forest, 10625 Waldo Rd: online 

registration ($6.94) required at: tinyurl.com/Iguana1563
Sat 3/11 11am, Sunshine Records grand opening (220 NW 8th Ave)
Sat 3/11 noon-11pm, Clean Creek Revival, Gvl’s largest single-day waterway trash clean-up, 1st Magnitude Brewing (1220 SE Veitch St); https://fmbrewing.com/events/

WEEK OF MARCH 12 - 18 
Sun 3/12 2:30-6:30pm, Gramfest Gram Parsons tribute, Heartwood Soundstage (619 S. Main St); free
Mon 3/13 11:30am-1pm, “Student Speech Rights & Social Media: The Case of the Cursing Cheerleader” talk by UF Law prof Clay Calvert, Fla Free Speech Forum, 

Aloft Hotel (3743 Hull Rd), $20 w/ meal, free to listeners; tinyurl.com/Iguana1564
Mon 3/13 7pm, “White Rabbit, Red Rabbit” one-actor show, $10 suggested; thehipp.org/white-rabbit-red-rabbit/
Tues 3/14 12-1pm, Springs Chemistry lecture, Odum Fla Springs Inst (99 NW1st Ave, High Springs), free (livestreamed on Facebook; part of monthly 6-class series); 

floridaspringsinstitute.org/springs-academy/
Fri 3/17 7 pm, Jazz Bandits, Cypress & Grove (1001 NW 4th St)
Sat 3/18 9am-5pm, Spring Garden Festival with plants, arts, exhibits; Kanapaha Botanical Gardens (4700 SW 58th Dr), $10 adults, $5 kids; kanapaha.org/
Sat 3/18 11am, Flashbacks Pop-up Market (220 NW 8th Ave)
Sat 3/18 2pm, Free Store at Civic Media Center (433 S Main St); civicmediacenter.org
Sat 3/18 8pm, Holy Rivers & others in Courtyard (hopefully) Concert, Civic Media Center

WEEK OF MARCH 19 - 25
Mon 3/20 9am-4:30pm, “Future of Food Forum 2023”, UF Reitz Union Grand Ballroom (655 Reitz Union Dr), $60 [UF students $10); https://tinyurl.com/Iguana1565
Tues 3/21 5pm, “Bringing African-American History to K-12 Classrooms” w/ Dr. Rebekah Cordova, UF Pugh Hall Ocora (296 Buckman Dr); spohp@clas.ufl.edu, 352-

392-7168; Zoom livestream https://bit.ly/3HDa61M
Wed 3/22 9–11pm, Aux Wars II Hip Hop show, How Bazar (60 SW 2nd Ave)
Sat 3/25 4pm, Original Gainesville Food Truck Rally benefitting UF Dream Team, High Dive (210 SW 2nd Ave); free music inside with ID
Sat 3/25 5-9pm, Alachua Conservation Trust’s annual Conservation Stewards Awards banquet honoring Randi Cameon, Richard Hamann, Vivian Filer: Prairie Creek 

Lodge (7204 SE County Rd 234), $80 ($100 after 3/10); alachuaconservationtrust.org, see p. 2

WEEK OF MARCH 26 - APRIL 1
Sun 3/26 2-5pm, Old Time, Bluegrass and Traditional Acoustic Jam, Civic Media Center (433 S Main St)
Sun 3/26 5pm, Record Fair, Cypress & Grove (1001 NW 4th St); cypressandgrove.com/calendar
Sun 3/26 1-8pm, Our Santa Fe River Riverfest, $10, see p. 7
Sat 4/1 9-11:30am, “Pancakes on the Prairie” free breakfast, Tuscawilla Cabin (211 SE Tuscawilla Rd); 

alachuaconservationtrust.org
Sat 4/1 10am-5pm, also Sun 4/2, 51st Santa Fe College Spring Arts Festival, Santa Fe College (new location: 

3000 NW 83rd St), free

RECURRING EVENTS
Monday Farmers Market, 4-7pm:  Cypress & Grove
Thursday Farmers Market, 4-7pm:  Heartwood Soundstage
Thursday evening Poetry Jam, 8pm at Civic Media Center
Please support GNV live music venues, they all have calendars: Heartwood Soundstage, Satchels, Loosey’s, Boca 

Backyard, the Wooly, Wormhole, One Love Café, etc. D

Gainesville area events

Want to stay current on 
local live music and events?  
Go to visitgainesville.com and click on 
“What’s Good”! It’s a weekly listing 
that comes out online every Thursday 
— you can even have it emailed to you. 
Without a Gainesville Sun Saturday 
paper or the Scene magazine, this is 
the best way to know what’s happening 
in Alachua County. Another source is 
352arts.org.
Support Live Music, Theater, and 
Festivals! Get out into Nature! Leave 
the freakin’ house and have fun! 
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ramification was that an activist-minded 
philosophy department, who had been out 
front in leadership during the occupation 
was moved into receivership, and put un-
der the classics department. 
Then UF president Marshall Criser did 
not think well of these activities, as well 
as the program, which had UF philosophy 
students going out to prisons and teaching 
philosophy to the incarcerated folks there. 
That program got killed in a hurry.
But there are other memories of student-led 
protests on those steps. There was the idea to 
move all custodial work to nighttime, which 
got dubbed the Nightshaft. Like people can 
just reorganize their lives, second jobs and/
or childcare. That idea was squashed after 
loud resistance was heard. 
There have been repeated rallies for 
getting the food services at UF to be 
more conscious and responsible in their 
food sourcing. 
Of course those steps were real promi-
nent in the early 1970s protest for better 
resources for the newly admitted Afri-
can American students, demanding more 
Black faculty and a student center. 
Women’s rights, LGBTQ rights, and anti-
war rallies have all had multiple gather-
ings on those steps. (One demo called for 
the creation of a Women’s Studies Center, 
and erected a tent on the lawn labeled as 

such. It was fun watching the cops disas-
semble it while we chanted and sang.)  
I felt honored to be there among another 
generation of young people wanting bet-
ter, wanting to move forward, or in this 
case, not go backwards, and taking their 
voice and bodies to the seat of power at 
the University of Florida. It made me re-
flect on the recent program I attended at 
Smathers Library East on Tuesday, Jan. 
17, titled “Report of the UF Presidential 
Task Force on African American and Na-
tive American History at UF.” 
It was hosted by the Samuel Proctor Oral 
History Program, and is available to view 
at tinyurl.com/Iguana1550. 

NO, WE WON’T BACK DOWN: 
UF Community Coalition protests on Feb. 6, 

first day of UF President Ben Sasse
The text below was originally a press release distributed in advance of the Feb. 6 
protest. It was written by a united coalition of University of Florida undergraduate 
and graduate students, faculty, staff, alumni, retired faculty, and community 
members led by Aron Ali McClory, Kestral Ward, and Rachel Hartnett.
Nearly four months ago, Ben Sasse was coronated as the next president of 
the University of Florida, after a presidential search shrouded in secrecy and 
suggestive of state-level political meddling. Gov. DeSantis has recently targeted 
academic freedom (see” tinyurl.com/Iguana1552) and student health care (see: 
tinyurl.com/Iguana1553) in higher education, with UF posing no opposition. 
Students, faculty, and staff have been left to navigate a tumultuous terrain of 
political ideological warfare occurring on our campus, without guidance, 
protection, or even comment by our university leaders. Once again, the campus 
community cannot trust Ben Sasse. 
University of Florida undergraduate and graduate students, staff, faculty, retired 
faculty, and alumni all continue to be disturbed by the appointment of Senator Ben 
Sasse as the new president of our university. Sasse’s track record in the Senate and 
at his previous position as Midland University president raise concerns regarding 
his potential actions here at the University of Florida. In order to protect the most 
vulnerable groups of our campus community, we demand:

1) Market equity raises for staff, graduate assistants, and all UF-affiliated 
workers in line with the model set by the University of Michigan.

2) President Sasse publicly disavows attacks from Tallahassee on academic 
and free speech.

3) President Sasse commits to non-compliance with state-imposed list-
making activities targeting freedom of political thought, racial equity, 
and gender-affirming care (i.e, attempts to enforce HB7).

4) President Sasse maintain all pre-existing commitments to inclusivity, 
equity, diversity, and justice including, but not limited to, 

a) United HealthCare and GatorGradCare continue providing gender-
affirming care and comprehensive reproductive care regardless of 
the Florida Board of Medicine “standard of care” and

b) Climate sustainability goals/initiatives.
5) President Sasse commits to protecting tenure for UF faculty.  D

As we heard various aspects covered, 
since the 1950s, it had been students’ 
activism and voices that moved things 
forward. In fact, it was acknowledged 
that the presence of a student voice on 
the Task Force improved its strength and 
breadth of topics covered.
As the fight against DeSantis’s regressive 
policy heats up, it is not just young people 
who need to fight back. We older folks 
who were there for these earlier fights (or 
deep down know they should have been 
doing more) need to be there in support 
of the current and future fight in whatever 
way possible. 
Whose steps? Our steps! 
Whose University? Our University! D

From STEPS,  p. 1

From BULLY,  p. 1

policies, progress, and social justice.
The bullying is taking its toll. Those who 
have not already fled, wear their sadness 
like a badge. You can see it so clearly. 
Everything they say is scrutinized and 
analyzed, as they are tasked with wiping 
away legitimate history. Imagine some-
one who is so ashamed of their history, 
they want it erased! I know another re-
gime in 1930s Germany that tried to 
erase history, that tried to ban books, that 
tried to create “enemies” so they could 
gain followers. The danger in not know-
ing history is that it can be repeated. The 
evil of the past can haunt us in real time. 
All it takes is for good people to stay si-
lent.
I always think…well, this time he’s 
gone too far. I always think that tomor-
row people will turn against him for his 
fascism in the name of freedom. But It 
never happens. The bully keeps us fear-
ful, watchful, and quiet. D
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Alachua Audubon Society’s mission is to 
foster appreciation and knowledge of birds 
and other native wildlife, to protect and restore 
wildlife populations and their habitats, and to 
promote sustainable use of natural resources. 
We offer free birding field trips open to all, 
college internship experiences, birding for kids, 
conservation activism, volunteer opportunities. 
AlachuaAudubon.org | 
facebook.com/AlachuaAudubon/

Alachua Conservation Trust, Inc. has 
been protecting North Central Florida’s 
natural, scenic, historic and recreational 
resources for over 25 years. 352-373-1078 | 
AlachuaConservationTrust.org

Alachua County Greens is part of a worldwide 
movement built out of interrelated pillars that 
support its politics: the peace, civil rights, 
environmental and labor movements. Meetings 
are the 1st Sunday of the month @4pm:, for 
location contact 352-871-1995 | alachuagreens@
gmail.com | GainesvilleGreens.webs.com

Alachua County Labor Coalition organizes to 
support local labor and advance the Medicare 
for All and A Living Wage campaigns. Meets 
monthly on the 4th Tuesday at 6pm: on 
Zoom. 352-375-2832 | info@laborcoalition |  
LaborCoalition.org

Alachua County Organization for Rural 
Needs Clinic is a not-for-profit in Brooker 
providing low-cost, high-quality dental care 
for people with and without health insurance to 
Alachua, Bradford and Union County residents. 
The Clinic fulfills its mission with the help of 
volunteers. 352-485-2772 | acornclinic.org

American Civil Liberties Union  has no 
Alachua County chapter. For info on forming 
a new chapter, or for ACLU info, contact the 
Northeast Chapter at firstcoastaclu@gmail.com 
| northeastflorida.aclufl.org

Alachua NAACP – With 2+ million activists 
across the country, we work to ensure the 
political, educational, social, and economic 
equality of rights of all people and to eliminate 
racial hatred and discrimination. Everyone 
invited to join. Facebook.com/alachuaNAACP 
| NAACPacb.org

American Promise Association is a cross-
partisan, citizen-powered endeavor to amend 
the US Constitution to ensure We The People – 
not big money, corporations, unions, or wealthy 
special interests – govern the United States of 
America. americanpromise.net

Avian Research and Conservation Institute is 
a non-profit research group working to stimu-

late conservation action to save threatened bird 
species in the southeast. 352-514-5606 | arcinst.
org

Black Graduate Student Organization helps 
UF Black graduate and professional students 
foster meaningful and lasting relationships 
that aid in academic achievement and success.  
bgsoatuf@gmail.com | facebook: UF BGSO

Central Florida Democratic Socialists of 
America is a chapter of DSA focusing on local 
social and political activism issues to better our 
community. Meetings are the 4th Monday of 
the month on Zoom. centralfldsa@gmail.com | 
facebook.com/NCFloridaDSA 

Citizens Climate Lobby builds awareness and 
lobbies for sensible climate policies. 352-214-
1778  |  btancig@gmail.com | citizensclimatelobby.
org/chapters/FL_Gainesville | facebook.com/
CitizensClimateLobbyGainesvilleFL

Civic Media Center is an alternative reading 
room and library of the non-corporate press, and 
a resource and space for organizing. 433 S Main 
St., Gainesville | 352-373-0010 |  coordinators@
civicmediacenter.org |  civicmediacenter.org

The Climate Reality Project Gainesville Area 
Chapter is the local chapter of an international 
nonprofit group dedicated to accelerating urgent 
action globally on the climate crisis. Join the 
chapter (see website) for news, action alerts, 
meeting alerts.  ClimateRealityProjectgnv@gmail.
com | facebook.com/GlobalClimateEducation 
| ClimateRealityProjectGNV.wordpress.com | 
ClimateRealityProject.org

Coalition of Hispanics Integrating Spanish 
Speakers through Advocacy and Service is 
a UF student-run group focusing on immigrant 
rights and immigrant advocacy. chispasuf@
gmail.com | chispasuf.com | facebook.com/
chispasUF

Code Pink: Women for Peace is a women-led 
grassroots peace and social justice movement 
utilizing creative protest, non-violent direct action 
and community involvement. Facebook.com/
CodePINKgainesville | CodePink4Peace.org

Community Spring is a local organization 
dedicated to helping people get a step up on 
re-entering society after incarceration with 
financial and housing assistance as a means of 
overcoming structural poverty.  352-363-1259   
or info@csgnv.org

The Community Weatherization Coalition’s 
mission is to help their neighbors save energy 
and water and reduce utility bills by engaging 
volunteers, building community, and learning 

together. info@communityweatherization.org | 
352-450-4965 | communityweatherization.org

Conservation Trust for Florida, Inc. is a 
Gainesville non-profit land trust working to 
protect Florida’s rural landscapes, wildlife 
corridors and natural areas. 352-376-4770 | 
info@conserveflorida.org | conserveflorida.org

Democratic Party of Alachua County meets 
monthly on the second Wednesday at 6pm: on 
Zoom. 352-373-1730 | alachuadems.org

Divest Gainesville advocates divesting City 
financial assets from fossil fuel industries and 
educating on racial justice and climate change. 
youngersn@outlook.com | facebook.com/
DivestGainesville  

Divest UF is a student-run organization and a 
loose collective of Gators seeking to divest the 
university from fossil fuels, the prison industry, 
and arms and surveilance companies. Divestuf.
org | facebook.com/Divest UF

Goddsville Dream Defenders is a socialist, 
feminist, abolitionist organization in Gainesville, 
organizing to dismantle institutions and be a safe 
space for people of color. goddsville@gmail.com | 
facebook.com/UFDreamDefenders

Edible Plant Project is a volunteer-run, non-
profit Gainesville collective aiming to create 
positive alternatives to the unsustainable food 
system in this county. facebook.com/groups/
edibleplantproject

Families Against Mandatory Minimums works 
to reform Florida’s sentencing laws and restore 
fairness to Florida’s criminal justice system. PO 
Box 142933, Gainesville, 32614 | gnewburn@
famm.org | 352-682-2542 | FAMM.org 

Final Friends, run by volunteers, helps families 
learn how to accomplish legal home funeral 
care as an alternative to a commercial funeral 
home. 352-374-4478 | FinalFriends.org@gmail.
com | FinalFriends.org

The Fine Print is a quarterly magazine based 
in Gainesville providing political, social and 
arts coverage through advocacy journalism.   
TheFinePrintUF.org

Florida Coalition for Peace and Justice 
provides space for meetings, workshops, and 
educational activities that promote peace, human 
rights, social justice awareness, conflict resolution, 
self-empowerment and environmental awareness.  
352-603-3680 | florida4peace.org

Florida School of Traditional Midwifery 
is a clearinghouse for information, activities, 
educational programs regarding midwifery. 
352-338-0766 | info@MidWiferySchool.org | 
midwiferyschool.org

Florida Defenders of the Environment works 
to protect freshwater resources, conserve public 
lands, provide quality environmental education. 
352-475-1119 | FloridaDefenders@gmail.com | 
FlaDefenders.org 

Continued on next page

Readers: If there is inaccurate information here, please let us know	 If you are connected to 
an organization listed here, please check and update your listing so others can be accurately 
informed. Readers should confirm times of meetings with individual organizations. 

Iguana Directory
Call 352-378-5655 or email gainesvilleiguana@cox.net with updates and additions
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Continued from preceding page
Florida Prisoner Solidarity is a carceral 
abolitionist collective with members inside 
and outside of prisons. Efforts focus on 
incarcerated individuals’ needs and their care 
networks. P.O. Box 358439, Gainesville, FL 
32635 | 850-895-1505 | FLPrisonerSolidarity@
gmail.com | facebook.com/FLAbolition | 
FLPrisonerSolidarity.org

Gainesville Area AIDS Project is a program 
of Pride Community Center of North Central 
Florida that provides toiletries, household 
cleaners, hot meals, frozen food at no cost to 
people living with HIV|AIDS. 352-377-8915 
| info@GAAPonline.org | Facebook.com/
GAAPonline | gainesvillepride.org

Gainesville Area Chapter of Climate 
Reality Project works to address the climate 
crisis for future generations. The chapter 
mobilizes people to become powerful activists 
and push for aggressive climate action. The 
hope is to not only transform society but to 
change the world. climaterealityprojectgnv@
gmail.com | @climaterealityprojectgnv | 
climaterealityprojectgnv.wordpress.com

Gainesville Citizens for Alternatives to Death 
Penalty works to abolish the death penalty. Join 
vigils when Florida has an execution. 352-378-
1690 | mark1343@juno.com  | www.fadp.org

Gainesville for All  The Gainesville Sun’s 
GNV4ALL initiative is an effort to identify 
and address problems related to inequities and 
racial injustice in our community. See Facebook 
for online activities. GNV4ALL@gmail.com | 
facebook.com|GNV4ALL

Gainesville Interfaith Alliance for Immigrant 
Justice organizes faith communities to work to-
gether for immigrant justice. Meetings are the 
second Monday of the month on Zoom. Rich-
ard@371-6772 | Gainesvilleiaij@gmail.com | 
gainesvilleiaij.blogspot.com

Gainesville National Organization for Women 
focuses on reproductive rights, ending sex 
discrimination, constitutional equality, promoting 
diversity, ending racism, economic justice, stopping 
violence against women, lesbian rights including 
marriage equality. Contact Lisa@352-450-1912 for 
meeting info | info@gainesvilleNOW.org | facebook.
com/gainesvilleNOW

Gainesville Quakers have a 350-year tradition 
of working peacefully for social justice. Silent, 
unprogrammed worship Sundays at 11, followed 
by potluck. Visitors welcome. 702 NW 38th St., 
Gainesville | 352-372-1070 | GainesvilleQuakers.
org | facebook.com/GainesvilleQuakers

Gainesville Stamp Club, established in the 
1960’s, is open to anyone interested in philat-
ely. Auction held every meeting. Advanced 
level program occasionally included. Under 
18 must be accompanied by an adult. First and 
third Tuesdays starting at 7:30pm; no meet-
ings in December nor holidays. Contact us for 
meeting locations and info. 352-371-1991 | 
Stamps4Laffs@yahoo.com

Gainesville Roller Rebels, a women’s Flat Track 
roller derby team, needs skaters and volunteer 
assistance.  join@gainesvillerollerrebels.com | 
gainesvillerollerrebels.com

Graduate Assistants United union represents 
UF grad assistants by fighting for improved 
working conditions, community involvement and 
academic freedom. 352-575-0366 | organizing@
ufgau.org | UFgau.org

Grow Radio, a non-profit podcast station, 
provides opportunities for community members 
to create and manage engaging, educational, 
locally-generated programming to promote 
music, visual arts, humanities for enrichment 
of the Gainesville community. 352-219-0145 | 
Bryson66@gmail.com | growradio.org

Humanist Families of Gainesville aims to 
raise ethical, secular children in a religious, 
moral environment. Meetings include children 
and are based on  members’ interests. facebook: 
Humanist Families of Gainesville

Humanist Society of Gainesville are people 
who believe that the world’s problems can only 
be solved by responsible human actions based 
on rational analysis and decision-making free 
of dogma or guidance of imaginary supreme 
beings. They meet to discuss and promote 
secular, humanist, atheist and agnostic social 
influences. gainesvillehumanists@gmail.com 
| facebook.com/humanistsocietyofgainesville | 
gainesvillehumanists.org

Ichetucknee Alliance focuses on ensuring 
the restoration, preservation and protection of 
ecosystems along the 5.5-mile length of the 
Ichetucknee River, including associated springs. 
Meetings are on the 4th Tuesday every other month 
via Zoom. 386-454-0415 | ichetuckneealliance@
gmail.com | ichetuckneealliance.org

Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)  
Gainesville General Membership Branch Union 
represents all workers, regardless of industry, 
trade, job, employment status.  gainesvilleiww@
gmail.com | iww.org 

Institute for Tropical Ecology and Conservation 
is an academic nonprofit that provides undergraduate 
field courses in tropical marine and terrestrial ecolo-
gy, hosts biology-based study abroad programs, pro-
vides a venue for researchers, conducts conservation 
and community service programs.  352-367-9128 | 
itec1@itec-edu.org | itec-edu.org

League of Women Voters of Alachua County 
Nonpartisan grassroots political group of women 
and men who fight to improve our system of 
government and impact public policies such 
as fairness in districting, voting and elections, 
through citizen education and advocacy.  info@
lwv-alachua.org | LWValachua.org

Madres Sin Fronteras (Mothers Without 
Borders) is a local grassroots immigrant-led 
organization working to protect the rights of 
immigrants’ families in our community and to 
ensure all are treated with dignity and respect 
msfgainesville@gmail.com | facebook.com/
MSFGainesville

MindFreedom North Florida is a human 
rights group for psychiatric survivors and 
mental health consumers, working to educate 
the public about harmful psychiatric practices 
and about humane alternatives to those 
harmful practices. 352-328-2511 | facebook: 
MindFreedom Florida

Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 
America is a grassroots organization working 
to end gunviolence by electing gun sense 
candidates, advocating for policies that save 
lives, educating parents on responsible gun 
storage. Alachua County events listed at 
momsdemandaction.org/events

Move to Amend, Gainesville is an organization 
dedicated to amending the US Constitution to 
establish that money is not speech, and that only 
human beings have constitutional rights. Contact 
Alachua County Green Party for information.  
Facebook.com /MoveToAmendGainesvilleFL

National Alliance on Mental Illness | 
Gainesville offers support, education and 
advocacy for families and loved ones of persons 
with mental illness and|or brain disorders. 
352-320-0457 (information) | 352-335-7770 
(helpline) | namigainesville.org

National Committee to Preserve Social 
Security and Medicare works to preserve these 
threatened programs for senior citizens and 
families. Local volunteers needed. Our.circle.
of.care@gmail.com | ncpssm.org

National Lawyers Guild consists of lawyers, 
law students, legal workers and jailhouse 
lawyers who use the law to advance social 
justice, support progressive social movements.
gainesvillenlg@gmail.com | nlg.org

National Women’s Liberation is a feminist 
group for women who want to fight back 
against male supremacy and win more freedoms 
for women. Inequalities between women 
and men are political problems requiring a 
collective solution. 352-575-0495 | nwl@
womensliberation.org | womensliberation.org 

North Central Florida Association for 
Women In Science is an advocacy organization 
championing the interest of women in science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
across all disciplines and employment sectors. 
ncfawis@gmail.com | leanin.org/circles/
ncfawis 

Occupy Gainesville is about engaging local 
people in grassroots, participatory democracy, 
diversity and dialogue; we stand in solidarity 
with the Occupy Wall Street Movement and 
the rest of the people peacefully occupying 
public space across this county and the world. 
Facebook.com/occupygainesville

Our Santa Fe River is a non-profit composed 
of concerned citizens working to protect the 
waters and lands supporting the aquifer, springs 
and rivers within the watershed of the Sante Fe 
River. 386-243-0322 | oursantaferiver.org
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Paynes Prairie Chapter, Florida Native Plant 
Society promotes the preservation, conservation 
and restorationor the native plants and native 
plant communities of Florida. paynesprairie.
fnpschapters.org | facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100064434411932

PFLAG Gainesville is a local chapter of Parents 
and Families of Lesbians and Gays, the nation’s 
foremost family-based organization committed 
to the civil rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 352-340-3770 | info@
pflaggainesville.org | pflaggainesville.org

Planned Parenthood Clinic at Gainesville 
Health Center is a full-service health center 
for reproductive and sexual health care needs. 
Offering pregnancy testing and options 
counseling. 914 NW 13th St., Gnv. | 352-377-
0881 | plannedparenthood.org (enter Gainesville 
FL in “find a health center” box)

Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery  
promotes natural burial practices that 
conserve land and reunite people with 
the environment. 352-317-7307 | info@
prairiecreekconservationcemetery.org | 
prairiecreekconservationcemetery.org 

Pride Community Center of North Central 
Florida has resources for the LGBT+ 
community, open Sat. 2-4pm: and by appt. 
3131 NW 13th St., Suite 62, Gnv | 352-
377-8915 | pccncf@gainesvillepride.org | 
GainesvillePride.org

Repurpose Project, a nonprofit junk shop/com-
munity center, diverting useful resources from 
landfill and redirecting items to the public for 
art and education, inspiring creativity, and re-
thinking what we throw away. Help protect the 
planet and buy used. Check website for hours. 
1920 NE 23rd Ave, Gnv | 352-363-8902 |  info@
RepurposeProject.org | repurposeproject.org 

River Phoenix Center for Peacebuilding 
provides solution-based innovative ways to 
resolve conflicts, and offers related services 
such as mediation, communication skill 
building and restorative justice. 352-234-
6595 | info@centerforpeacebuilding.org | 
centerforpeacebuilding.org

Rural Women’s Health Project is a local 
health education organization that develops 
materials promoting health justice for migrant 
and rural women. Robin or Fran @ 352-372-
1095 | info@rwhp.org | www.rwhp.org

Samuel Proctor Oral History Program 
focuses on story-telling, social justice 
research, social movement studies, oral history 
workshops. oral.history.ufl.edu

Sister City Program of Gainesville links 
Gainesville with sister cities in Russia, Israel and 
Palestine, Iraq, Haiti. 352-376-8600 | Steve@
gnvsistercities.org | http://gnvsistercities.org

Stand By Our Plan informs the public on 
critical differences between the Comprehensive 
Plan and Plum Creek’s proposal, which we do 
not support. Alachua County’s Comprehensive 

Plan is the best blueprint for future growth in 
the county’s unincorporated areas; it protects 
valuable wetlands. StandByOurPlan@gmail.
com | StandByOurPlan.org

Student Animal Alliance is a UF-based 
group whose purpose is to educate and 
bring fellow animal lovers together to 
better the lives of the animal around us. 
StudentAnimalAllianceUFL@gmail.com 
| facebook.com/SAAatUF | instagram@
studentanimalallianceUF

Student/Farmworker Alliance is a network of 
youth organizing with farmworkers to eliminate 
sweatshop conditions and modern-day slavery 
in the fields. billy@sfalliance.org or brett@
sfalliance.org | facebook.com/sfalliance

Sunday Assembly Gainesville is a secular 
congregation celebrating life. There is 
talk, music, sing-along, discussion and 
fellowship. Meetings and events are on 
Zoom. SundayAssembly32601@gmail.com | 
SAGainesville.weebly.com

Suwannee-St. Johns Group Sierra Club is 
a local group within the nation’s largest and 
most influential grassroots environmental 
organization, representing 14 North Central 
Florida counties. ssjsierra@gmail.com | 
sierraclub.org/florida/suwannee-stjohns | 
561-707-4565

UF Black Student Union strives to create, 
cultivate, and challenge all minority Gators to be 
better citizens of  the Gator Nation. Facebook.
com/groups/BlackStudentUnionUF

UF College Democrats is the official voice of the 
Democratic party on UF campus.407-580-4543 
| president@ufdemocrats.org | facebook: UF 
College Democrats | UFcollegedems.org

UF Pride Student Union is an LGBT+ group 
open to queer folk of all sorts, including 
students, non-students, faculty and staff, that 
educates and provides a safe space for those of 
marginalized sexualities and gender identities.
UFPridesu@gmail.com | facebook.com/ufpsu | 
plaza.ufl.edu/jsoto19/PSU

UF Young Democratic Socialists of America 
is a student-run socialist organization dedicated 
to organizing students to fight for the needs of 
workers and students while building the capacity 
to fight radical and structural changes. Weekly 
meetings. ufydsa21@gmail.com | facebook.com/
ufydsa

United Faculty of Florida, UF chapter is 
run by and for faculty, and represents over 
1600 faculty and professionals at UF. Its 
origins lie in efforts by faculty to protect 
academic freedom, defend civil liberties, end 
racial discrimination at UF.  352-519-4130 | 
officemanager@uff-uf.org | www.UFF-UF.
org

United Nations Association - Gainesville 
Chapter works to heighten citizen awareness/
knowledge of global problems and the UN’s 
efforts to deal with them. facebook.com/

UNAUSAGainesvilleFlChapter | UNA-
USAgainesvillefl.org 

United Way Information and Referral is a 
human-staffed computer database for resources 
and organizations in Alachua County. 352-332-
4636 or simply 211 | UW211help@gmail.com | 
unitedwayncfl.org

University of Florida HealthStreet is a com-
munity engagement program that employs 
community outreach practices to reduce dis-
parities in healthcare and research. Free ser-
vices include medical and social service refer-
rals, health screenings, Narcan Nasal Spray 
Kits, clothing/toiletry items, health educa-
tion, events, support groups. 352-294-4880 or 
healthstreet.program.ufl.edu/ 

UF Un-PAC is a non-partisan organization work-
ing to reform our democracy and get big money/
lobbying out of politics. Our Youth Power Cam-
paign works to make UF work better for students 
to participate in and understand our democratic 
system, including demands such as voter regis-
tration at Freshman Preview, classes cancelled on 
election days, and more transparency on how our 
tuition money is spent on lobbying and political 
influence.  For information, go to: un-pac.org, 
@un_pac_uflorida, or email un.pac.uf@gmail.

Veterans for Peace Gainesville Chapter is an 
anti-war organization that raises awareness of 
the detriments of militarism and war, as well 
as seeking peaceful and effective alternatives.  
352-375-2563 | Facebook.com/VFPchapter14 | 
vfpgainesville.org

WGOT-LP 100.1 FM is a community low-
power radio station operating as part of the 
Civic Media Center. info@wgot.org | www.
wgot.org

Women in Science and Engineering (WISE) 
at UF aims to foster the success of women, 
non-binary folks, other underrepresended 
genders in science and engineering. People of 
all genders are welcome. uf.wise@gmail.com 
| Facebook.com/UFWiSE | wise.group.ufl.edu/
about-wise

Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom has been promoting peace since 
1915. Donate or join the at-large Jane Addams 
Branch. Local info: juned@stevelittler.com | 
wilpfus.org

Women’s March Florida - Gainesville/
Ocala Chapter is a grassroots progressive 
mobilization network inspired and created by 
the women who brought about the Women’s 
March on Washington. facebook.com/
wmflgnv 

World Socialist Party of the United States  
welcomes anyone wanting to know more about 
Marxian socialism and our efforts to transform 
the dog-eat-dog – Devil take the hindmost 
world that’s been created by capitalism, into 
a democratically arranged world society of 
equality. wspus.org. D



Gainesville, Floridapage 24, Iguana, March 2023

Subscribe! 
Established 1986

Articles from current and past issues since 1996, and PDFs 
since 2012 are available at www	gainesvilleiguana	org D

www	gainesvilleiguana	org
facebook	com/gainesvilleiguana

Instagram: gnv_iguana

Comments, suggestions, contributions (written or financial) 
are welcome	  To list your event or group, contact us at: 
(352) 378-5655 or GainesvilleIguana@cox	net

Gainesville Iguana 
P.O. Box 14712, Gainesville, FL 32604

Gainesville’s 
 progressive 

newsletter

Low/No income: what you can
Groups: $20 a year

Individuals: $15 a year 
(or more if you can)

The Gainesville

Iguana

by Carol Mosley
At the Bradford County Commission meeting of Jan. 20, the 
county manager announced that the phosphate mining company, 
HPSII, is withdrawing its application in Bradford County, Fla.
Since 2016, local environmental groups and residents have 
worked to block the proposed phosphate mine in Bradford and 
Union Counties. The original idea was to mine about 10,000 
acres straddling the New River that runs into the Santa Fe River. 
The plan was to use an experimental method of mining, and then 
ship raw ore by rail to who knows where for processing.
Local residents in the two counties were up in arms about the 
plan and made their presence known at county commission 
meetings. Environmental groups went into action holding 
strategizing meetings, making giant banners and small yard 
signs, holding workshops, meeting with FDEP, tabling at events, 
consulting with attorneys and doing some deep digging through 
documents to separate the facts from fiction. 
Bradford Environmental Forum took the local lead in Bradford 
County with Citizens Against Phosphate Mining leading the 
charge in Union County. Regional groups Suwannee/St. Johns 
Chapter of Sierra Club and Our Santa Fe River joined in from the 
outlying areas to assure the Santa Fe River was protected. Sierra 
Club even hired a geologist to evaluate the first of three Master 
Mining Plan submissions. The Center for Biological Diversity 
gave consult on endangered species in the area and on legal 
challenges they’ve made in the past against phosphate mining.
In 2016, Union County enacted a moratorium on mining while 
updating their Land Development Regulations. They refused 
to accept a mining application from HPSII, who sued Union 
County for nearly $300 million under a Harris Act Claim. 

No phosphate mining in Bradford County
Bradford County did not enact a moratorium and HPSII 
promptly submitted an application to mine. Alachua County 
dedicated funds for a legal team to defend Union County.
After nearly seven years of lawsuits in Union County, HPS came 
to agreement with the county to dismiss their lawsuit, in July 
2022, without prejudice, meaning they could reopen the case at 
a later date if desired.
In January 2020, the hydrologist hired by Bradford County’s 
consultant produced a less than favorable review of the Master 
Mining Plan. Then there were three years of angst while no 
action took place at the county level. Bradford County residents 
continued to present evidence of anomalies to the county 
commission, to no seeming avail.
An upheaval in Bradford County in late 2022 left a new county 
manager and county attorney in place to deal with the mess. 
Homeowner Carol Mosley presented a timeline and supporting 
evidence of the many anomalies to the new county manager, 
who sat back in his chair and said, “Frankly, I’m shocked.” 
The commission realized it was time to get a reality check. 
They tasked the county manager with inquiring what the heck 
is going on.
The room was filled with anticipation as representatives of the 
various groups anxiously awaited County Manager Kornegay’s 
“update.” He read from the letter he received in response to 
his query. “On behalf of HPS, this letter is to confirm that HPS 
wishes to withdraw the above-referenced application without the 
county taking any formal action on it. HPS therefore respectfully 
requests that the Board of County Commissioners consider the 
application withdrawn, effective immediately.”
The room erupted in joy. Even the county commissioners were 
relieved to be unburdened of their quasi-judicial responsibility. 
There were hugs all around and the commissioners thanked the 
groups for coming and caring about what happens in our region of 
unique beauty. With our efforts, we had proven our point. The plan 
to mine phosphate in Bradford and Union counties was a bad idea.
It was a good night. D


